Redpine secures €6.8 million to accelerate licensed data access for AI applications
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Redpine, a Stockholm-based startup building infrastructure for AI data, has raised €6.8 million in fresh funding in a round led by NordicNinja, with backing from Luminar Ventures and node.vc. The new capital lifts its total funding to €9 million and will be used to push into international markets while expanding a network of exclusive data partnerships.
Founded in 2024 by Anders Hammarbäck and David Österdahl, with Leonora Vesterbacka as founding data scientist, Redpine is pitching a different kind of data business for the AI era. Rather than selling static, human-labelled datasets, the company offers a headless API that lets AI agents query premium licensed data in real time and pay on a token-based usage model. Redpine says the system is designed for mission-critical areas including healthcare, legal services, financial markets, scientific research and news, where poor data can quickly compound into larger errors.
The startup’s argument is that the industry’s dependence on scraped web data is increasingly brittle, legally exposed and commercially undifferentiated. In that sense, the founders say, the problem resembles the music industry before Spotify: instead of trying to police misuse, the answer is to make licensed access more practical than piracy. That pitch comes as legal pressure on unauthorised AI training data continues to intensify, with major disputes and new EU disclosure requirements sharpening the debate around how models should be trained.
Redpine’s backers include investors linked to OpenAI, Perplexity and Spotify, alongside new investor Peter Sarlin, the co-founder and former chief executive of Silo AI, which AMD acquired in 2024. The company says its platform already gives access to more than 100 billion tokens of premium licensed data and positions itself against annotation-first firms such as Scale AI, Appen and Defined.ai. Its long-term aim is to become a global leader in AI data infrastructure within three to five years, a goal that will depend on whether enterprises, AI labs and rights holders are ready to move from scraped content to licensed, API-native data pipelines.
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