South Africa withdraws AI policy after discovery of fictitious citations
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South Africa has pulled its draft national artificial intelligence policy after officials discovered that its reference list contained fictitious citations, in a blunder that has embarrassed a government keen to present itself as a regional technology leader. Reuters reported that the document was close to final approval in parliament when the false sources came to light, prompting Communications and Digital Technologies Minister Solly Malatsi to halt the process. According to the minister, the episode undermined both the credibility and the integrity of the draft. 
In a statement posted on X on April 26, Malatsi said the most likely explanation was that AI-generated citations had been inserted without adequate checking. He described the failure as more than a procedural mistake and argued that it showed why human review remains essential when artificial intelligence is used in public policy work. Local reports said an internal review later confirmed the inclusion of unverifiable references, reinforcing the decision to withdraw the text. 
The draft had been intended to set out South Africa's wider AI ambitions, including the creation of a national AI commission, an ethics board and a regulatory body, alongside incentives such as tax breaks, grants and subsidies to encourage private investment. Reuters said the government had wanted to position the country as Africa's main hub for AI innovation, while other local and international reports noted that the policy also aimed to strengthen governance, support responsible adoption and broaden the economic benefits of the technology. 
Malatsi did not say when a revised version might appear, and the withdrawal leaves the department to rebuild trust in a policy that was meant to showcase competence in a fast-moving sector. The episode also lands at a time when AI hallucinations and fabricated citations are drawing closer scrutiny worldwide, particularly in legal and public-sector settings where errors can have serious consequences. 
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