Taylor Swift files trademarks to combat AI deepfake impersonations
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Taylor Swift has moved to draw a legal boundary around her voice and image as artificial intelligence makes it easier to produce convincing impersonations, with her company filing three trademark applications in the United States aimed at blocking unauthorised use. According to the filings, two of the marks cover short audio clips based on Swift saying "Hey, it's Taylor Swift" and "Hey, it's Taylor", while the third seeks protection for a staged image of the singer performing.
The move reflects a wider push among entertainers to use trademark law as a supplement to the patchwork of publicity-rights rules that already exist in the US. Intellectual property lawyer Josh Gerben, who first publicised the applications, said the strategy could give artists a federal route to challenge AI-generated lookalikes and voice clones across the country, rather than relying only on state-level protections. He argued that trademark law can reach not just exact copies but also uses likely to cause confusion.
Swift has already been a target of malicious deepfake content, including fake political endorsements and explicit material, underscoring how quickly AI tools have outpaced existing safeguards. The timing also places her in the same legal lane as Matthew McConaughey, who earlier this year sought trademarks over several audio and video fragments in an effort to make clear that his voice and likeness should not be used without permission. Speaking to The Wall Street Journal at the time, McConaughey said his team wanted clear lines around ownership, consent and attribution in an AI era.
Trademarking a voice is still unusual, and legal experts say the idea has not yet been tested in court. That uncertainty means Swift’s filings may prove as much a signal as a shield: a high-profile attempt to show that celebrities are no longer willing to leave their identity to be copied, repackaged and monetised by AI systems with little oversight.
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