Taylor Swift's new trademark move aims to combat AI deepfake misuse
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Taylor Swift has moved to secure trademark protection for her voice and a signature image, a step that appears aimed at limiting the spread of AI-generated deepfakes. According to reports in The Independent, the filings include two sound marks based on her greeting "Hey, it's Taylor Swift" and "Hey, it's Taylor", alongside an image mark showing her holding a pink guitar from the Eras tour.
The move places Swift in the same camp as Matthew McConaughey, who has also turned to trademark law in an effort to curb AI misuse of his voice and likeness. Recent reports say McConaughey secured multiple approvals from the US Patent and Trademark Office, including protections linked to his catchphrase, voice and image, in what has been described as an early example of a performer using trademark law to push back against unauthorised AI replication.
Intellectual-property lawyer Josh Gerben, writing in a blog post cited by The Independent, said the filings may be designed to give Swift a stronger basis to challenge AI recreations that sound or look like her. In his view, the voice marks could support claims if an AI-generated imitation were presented in a way that trades on her identity, while the image filing could help cover manipulated visuals that closely echo her public persona.
The broader legal strategy reflects growing anxiety in entertainment circles over how quickly generative AI can reproduce recognisable voices and faces. McConaughey has said he wants any use of his voice or likeness to be approved by him, while his legal team has framed the issue as one of consent, attribution and boundaries in an AI-driven market. Swift’s filings suggest a similar instinct: not to halt technological change, but to make unauthorised imitation more difficult to defend.
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