Preservation and censorship: how libraries face digital fragility and political pressure in a changing landscape
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The April Libfocus link-out draws together a wide spread of work that, taken together, says as much about the pressures on libraries and archives as it does about their public value. One of the most striking themes is preservation: Naomie Tessier-Antoine’s discussion of Marion Stokes’ vast television archive frames physical collecting not simply as stewardship, but as a form of resistance against loss, distortion and the fragility of digital records.
That concern with how information survives also runs through Elissa Malespina’s piece on the Wayback Machine, which treats disappearing web content as a question of public memory and control over the record. In a similar vein, Hannah Alpert-Abrams’ account of Photostats in special collections shows how a once-technical duplication process shaped the development of archives and research libraries, leaving a longer legacy than many might expect.
Several of the featured items turn to the politics of access. Kelly Jensen and Sarah Lamdan argue that U.S. book bans are being advanced through legal manoeuvres involving the Miller Test and the “government speech” doctrine, while Marlaina Cockcroft’s student-focused piece asks whether LGBTQIA+ voices are being edged out of children’s publishing before books ever reach library shelves. Together, the two suggest that censorship is now operating both at the point of removal and, increasingly, at the point of selection.
The roundup also reflects the growing impact of artificial intelligence on publishing and scholarship. According to reporting in Paste, Hachette has pulled the horror novel "Shy Girl" from sale in the UK after concluding that Mia Ballard used AI to generate substantial sections of the book. Nature, meanwhile, has warned that tens of thousands of 2025 publications may contain fabricated or invalid references produced by AI, underlining a broader threat to the reliability of the scientific record.
Other selections are more focused on communication and infrastructure. Angela Hursh’s guide to library promotion stresses the value of clear goals, defined audiences and storytelling in marketing work, while Ben Kaube’s piece in Research Information questions why talk-based research contributions are still so difficult to measure and recognise. On the technical side, the Libfocus list points to work on minimal-computing publishing platforms and shared data ecosystems, reinforcing the idea that the shape of scholarly communication is still being actively rebuilt. A shorter item on airport libraries adds a lighter but telling note: even in transit hubs, there is room for physical books and public-facing library space.
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