Spotify introduces verification badges to combat AI-generated music proliferation
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Spotify has begun rolling out a new verification system intended to help listeners tell established human artists apart from synthetic acts as AI-generated music becomes more common on streaming platforms. The company says the "Verified by Spotify" badge will appear on artist profiles and in search results, signalling that an account has passed its authenticity checks. Alongside the badge, Spotify is also introducing new profile transparency features designed to give users a clearer sense of who they are hearing and how actively that artist is operating on the platform.
To qualify, artists must show sustained listener interest rather than brief spikes in attention, comply with Spotify's rules and present evidence of a real-world presence, including concert listings, merchandise or linked social accounts. Spotify says profiles that primarily represent AI-generated music or AI personas will not be eligible for verification at launch. The process combines automated signals with manual review, which the company says is intended to identify genuine artists acting in good faith.
The rollout will take place gradually over the coming weeks because of the scale of Spotify's catalogue of artist accounts. Spotify says reviews will continue on an ongoing basis, and that the absence of a badge now does not mean an artist will never receive one. At launch, the company expects more than 99% of frequently searched artists to carry the mark, covering hundreds of thousands of performers, many of them independent, while giving lower priority to what it described as functional music creators and content farms built mainly for passive listening.
Spotify is also testing a new artist information panel that will appear on every profile, whether or not it has been verified. The panel will highlight career milestones, release patterns and touring activity, and will sit in the About section on mobile. According to Spotify, the aim is to provide something akin to nutrition labels for music discovery: a quick, data-based snapshot that helps users understand an artist's activity and authenticity even before verification is granted. The changes come as the streaming industry wrestles with how to label, surface and police AI-made music without shutting out legitimate experimentation.
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