Spotify introduces verified badge to combat AI-generated music and imposters
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Spotify is rolling out a new "Verified by Spotify" badge as the streaming giant tries to make it easier for listeners to tell real artists apart from the growing flood of music made with artificial intelligence. The move comes as automated tools have made it simpler to generate convincing songs, fabricate artist personas and imitate established voices or styles, raising fresh questions about trust in playlists and search results.
According to Spotify’s announcement, the badge will appear on artist profiles and in search results when a profile has been reviewed and found to meet the company’s authenticity standards. The label is not a declaration that every track from that artist was made without AI. Instead, it is intended to show that the profile belongs to a genuine, active creator with a consistent presence.
To qualify, artists need to show signs of a real career both on and off the platform, including concert dates, merchandise, linked social accounts and sustained listener interest over time. Spotify says one-off spikes in attention will not be enough on their own. Human review will also be part of the process, reflecting the company’s attempt to avoid being outmanoeuvred by increasingly polished fake profiles.
The absence of the badge does not mean an artist is inauthentic, Spotify says, because the rollout will be gradual and verification will expand over time. The company is also adding more detail to artist pages, including information on milestones, recent releases and touring activity, as part of a broader effort to give listeners more context. The timing underlines a wider industry problem: AI can be a useful creative tool, but it also makes it easier to flood streaming services with low-quality material, impersonation attempts and uploads designed mainly to harvest plays.
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