Retail-driven prediction markets see explosive growth in March 2026
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Prediction markets have moved from a niche crypto curiosity into a far larger retail phenomenon, with March 2026 trading volume reaching $25.7 billion, according to a report from Bitget Wallet and Polymarket cited by CoinMarketCap Academy and Cointelegraph. The figure was 10.6% higher than February, and the data points to a market increasingly shaped by individual traders rather than large institutions. CoinMarketCap Academy said 82% of participants traded less than $10,000, underscoring how small-ticket users are now driving much of the activity.
That matters because the growth is not just about bigger totals; it suggests more repeated participation. The Cointelegraph report said users are returning more often and spreading activity across multiple categories, while The Paypers noted that trading has broadened beyond crypto into sports, politics and other event-driven markets. In other words, these platforms are beginning to look less like one-off wagering venues and more like continuous markets for real-world outcomes.
Platform leadership is also becoming clearer. KuCoin reported that Kalshi handled $13.1 billion in March transaction volume, up 25.2% from the previous month, while Polymarket recorded $10.6 billion, a 33.1% rise. That split suggests the market is still expanding fast enough for multiple players to post strong gains at once, even as competition for liquidity and attention intensifies.
The broader backdrop is a sharp acceleration through the first quarter of 2026. Blockonomi said monthly volume had risen from roughly $1.2 billion in 2025 to $25.7 billion by March 2026, a leap that reflects both stronger retail engagement and easier access through crypto wallets. That wallet-based entry point appears to be central to the sector’s appeal, particularly for users who want quick access to event markets without the frictions of traditional finance.
Even so, the picture is not one of institutional takeover. The evidence across the reports points in the opposite direction: smaller traders are defining the market’s character, while larger participants remain relatively muted. That makes prediction markets more volatile, but also more responsive to live news, shifting sentiment and recurring event cycles. For now, the sector’s momentum seems to rest on a simple formula: low barriers, frequent use and a steady stream of outcomes people care about.
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