Martin Clunes embroiled in legal dispute over traveller site planning
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Martin Clunes, the actor best known for his role in the ITV series Doc Martin, is currently embroiled in a protracted legal dispute over the planning status of a neighbouring traveller site in Beaminster, Dorset. The conflict has escalated as recent assessments have confirmed that the structure in question is classified as a "mobile home," complicating Clunes' attempts to halt the development.
The dispute centres around Theo Langton and Ruth McGill, who have resided in a 45ft by 16ft mobile home on a temporary licence for over 20 years. They have submitted a planning application to convert their woodland plot into an official travellers' site, which is proposed for the exclusive use of the couple and their family. Their plans include utilising an existing barn as a dayroom, workshop, and storage space, alongside provisions for one mobile home, a touring caravan, and a mobile van.
Clunes has vocally contested the validity of the mobile home classification, arguing that the structure does not meet the necessary criteria. He describes the neighbours' assertions as "cynical" and "dishonest," claiming the building was assembled from hundreds of pieces over several weeks, rather than being delivered in two mobile sections as defined in current regulations.
In a statement regarding the situation, Clunes elaborated on his concerns, stating, “The current guidelines are useful in that they state that a structure to be considered a mobile home must arrive at its site in no more than two pieces and in this way demonstrate some level of mobility.” He contends that specific engineering assessments do not refer to it as a mobile home and criticises the implications of a recent engineer's report.
Following Clunes' challenges, a new report from Penpole Engineering has surfaced, asserting that the mobile home could in fact be divided into two parts, allowing it to be lifted onto a trailer. This recent evaluation describes the dimensions of the mobile home and confirms it bears no permanent connections to the ground, thereby supporting the claim of its mobility. However, lifting the mobile home would require removal of all loose contents, and the report outlines meticulous procedures for the lift.
Dorset Council's planning officers had previously recommended approval for Langton and McGill's proposal, yet the issue was removed from the agenda last month following the submission of a letter from Clunes’ legal representatives. This unexpected development has prolonged the ongoing dispute, which has now entered a two-year legal battle, with no definitive resolution date announced.
Clunes and his wife, Philippa Braithwaite, have resided in a £5 million farmhouse located approximately 300 yards from the contested site, which is part of the 130-acre Meerhay Farm they purchased from Langton’s mother, a landscape gardener, in 2007.
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