MP claims £900 in pet rent for her cockapoo
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A government whip has recently attracted attention for having made a claim of £900 over the course of one year for “pet rent” on behalf of her cockapoo, Bella. Taiwo Owatemi, who serves as the Labour Member of Parliament for Coventry North West, submitted this expense claim on August 29, 2024. 
The expense, which has been covered by parliamentary authorities, relates to a surcharge imposed by her landlord for allowing her pet to reside in her second home located in the capital. Reports indicate that this expense is compliant with the existing rules governing parliamentary claims; however, it does raise questions regarding the broader appropriateness of such claims. 
It remains unclear how many other Members of Parliament may have similarly sought reimbursement for pet-related expenses, as any additional charges such as “pet rent” are typically included in the overall rent and not itemised in expense claims. This situation has sparked discussions about the implications of allowing politicians to claim expenses associated with their pets.
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