Conflict at Zig Zag site highlights tensions between squatters and local authorities
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In Glastonbury, a notable conflict between a property owner and local authorities has unfolded over the Zig Zag site, a former sheep skin factory that has reportedly been transformed into a makeshift living space for squatters. Situated on the outskirts of the town, this site has become home to more than 20 residents, some of whom have lived there for as long as a decade.
The situation escalated when Somerset Council issued an enforcement order demanding that the squatters vacate the premises. The council deemed the site unfit for human habitation, setting a deadline for the end of March 2025 for the occupants to leave. However, despite this directive, Chris Black, the owner of the property, has publicly stated his refusal to evict the squatters, asserting that he does not want to make anyone "intentionally homeless." 
The 50-year-old Black, who has owned the Zig Zag site since 2013, has expressed dismay over the local authority's decision to pursue legal action rather than seek a compromise, arguing that the council is squandering public resources on legal fees. "The council spent all this money on lawyers, and they even paid for a barrister which was just completely unnecessary," Black remarked. He described the ordeal as an avoidable conflict, lamenting that the situation could have been addressed with "a bit more understanding."
Currently, Black estimates that fewer than ten squatters remain at the Zig Zag site, down from an initial count of 23. He has acknowledged the support from the local community, which has facilitated the relocation of many residents, although some unable to move out still remain. Emphasising the human aspect of the situation, Black stated, "They are human beings and the council should treat them as such," calling on local authorities to provide assistance in securing alternative housing for the remaining occupants.
Cognizant of the ongoing community tensions surrounding the site, local residents have expressed frustration with the presence of caravans lining their roads and disturbances at the location. In previous interviews, residents have shared their experiences, describing the area as once tranquil and beautiful until the influx of squatters disrupted their daily lives. Complaints of unsightly waste, health hazards, and inappropriate public behaviour have surfaced among those living nearby.
A Somerset Council spokesperson addressed the complex nature of the situation, confirming that the Planning Inspectorate had upheld the enforcement order, supporting the view that the Zig Zag site was unsuitable for habitation. In an effort to provide a broader solution beyond this particular case, the council has announced plans to develop a study that will explore potential sites across Somerset for designated temporary and permanent living accommodations, in consultation with the local communities.
While Somerset Council prepares actions to manage the situation systematically, the dynamics at the Zig Zag site continue to evolve, reflecting the interplay between the needs of the residents, property rights, and community standards in this unique part of Glastonbury.
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