Demolition work begins at Clune Park estate, known as 'Scotland's Chernobyl'
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Demolition work has commenced at the Clune Park estate in Port Glasgow, an abandoned housing complex commonly referred to as "Scotland's Chernobyl," due to its derelict state and reputation as a hotspot for urban explorers and photographers. The estate, which has been uninhabited since 1997, is undergoing this demolition after officials deemed numerous buildings unsafe.
Inverclyde Council announced that contractors acting on behalf of the council have planned the demolition of several structures within Clune Park, including a school that suffered significant fire damage in 2023 and a nearby church deemed structurally unsound. The council stated that the initial phase will see the demolition of 138 properties across 15 tenement blocks, part of a larger estate consisting of approximately 430 properties distributed across 45 blocks.
Inverclyde Council has indicated that "work to demolish parts of the Clune Park estate is due to begin." This follows extensive investigations by council building standards officers and external surveyors, which resulted in the issuing of dangerous buildings notices. The demolition work is being carried out by Greenock-based Caskie Limited, and is expected to last around six months, commencing this month.
Stephen McCabe, Leader of Inverclyde Council, commented on the decision, stating, "It’s important to remember that the former school and church buildings and the residential properties are being demolished in the interests of safety based on professional advice following extensive investigations." He emphasized the council's responsibility to maintain public safety and noted that the demolitions mark a significant step toward the long-term goal of regenerating the Clune Park area. 
In recent years, Clune Park has been plagued by anti-social behaviour and incidents of arson, which have accelerated the deterioration of the properties. The council has been actively acquiring properties within the estate, with over half of the estate now under its ownership. Future plans for the area include the construction of up to 165 new affordable homes for social rent, following the demolition phase.
Authorities have warned the public to remain clear of the area during demolition activities and to heed safety warnings associated with the work.
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