Rogue landlord fined for hazardous living conditions in Rowley Regis
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A rogue landlord has been fined £2,200 for allowing tenants to live in hazardous conditions at a property located on High Street in Rowley Regis, West Midlands. Zakir Shah, the leaseholder of the three-storey building, failed to comply with an Emergency Prohibition Order which had been enacted in response to significant health and safety hazards identified during an inspection by Sandwell Council officers.
The inspection took place earlier in 2023 and revealed that the property posed "dangerous" risks to its occupants. Despite being served the Emergency Prohibition Order, which prohibited the use of residential parts of the building for sleeping and residing, Shah continued to allow tenants to occupy the premises.
Follow-up inspections conducted on April 16 and April 18, 2022, confirmed that the residential areas remained occupied and had not been brought up to a safe condition. Consequently, Shah was charged with two counts of failing to comply with the Emergency Prohibition Order and subsequently found guilty following a trial held at Dudley Magistrates' Court on April 4, 2023.
The court imposed a fine of £1,100 for each offence, resulting in the total fine amounting to £2,200. Additionally, Shah was ordered to pay a victim surcharge of £880 and the full costs incurred by the council, which totalled £2,192.59. This brings Shah's total financial obligation to £5,272.59, to be settled within 28 days, with a collection order implemented for the amount.
Councillor Vicki Smith, Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for housing and sustainable development, expressed satisfaction with the court's decision, stating, "It sends a clear message that Sandwell Council will not tolerate any breaches of housing regulations." She emphasised the council's commitment to protecting residents and ensuring they have access to safe housing, reiterating that action will continue to be taken against landlords who fail to adhere to legal orders and endanger tenants' welfare.
For tenants and residents concerned about the conditions in their rental properties, Sandwell Council has provided resources for reporting any issues.
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