Armed police respond to crossbow incident at youth gathering in Salford
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Armed police responded to a disturbance on Romney Street in Salford, Greater Manchester, on Monday evening after reports of a large group of youths gathering at a residential property rented out for short-term use. The incident escalated when a man was seen wielding a crossbow, prompting alarm among local residents.
According to witnesses, scores of teenagers, some estimated to be around 16 or 17 years old, were observed coming and going from the house, which neighbours said had frequently been used for parties, particularly on Friday and Saturday nights. One resident told the Manchester Evening News: “I saw lots of kids around 7pm. I heard some noise. Then when I came out I saw a lot of them come out. I was shocked. There were plenty of young girls and boys. The house was open. They were going in and out. Some of them parked outside. I don't know if there was some party. There were plenty of people. There's parties [in that house] but I've never seen young kids like this.”
Reports from the local community indicated that complaints had been made concerning noise disturbances and the presence of teenagers loitering in the street. Tensions heightened when a man was spotted on a bicycle aiming what residents initially believed to be a firearm at the crowd. Greater Manchester Police later clarified that the weapon was a small crossbow, and no other weapons were recovered from the scene.
Another long-term resident spoke about the impact on the neighbourhood, saying: “I heard the helicopter. You do get quite a bit of trouble in the street. Noisiness. It's bad when it's like this. We're frightened of going out. I never answer my door after 6pm.” 
Police established a cordon around Romney Street and nearby Littleton Road, which remained in place through Tuesday morning while forensic teams searched for evidence linked to the disturbance. Officers were seen examining the property where the party was reportedly held. 
The Express is reporting that the house had been advertised online for short-term rental, which neighbours believe has contributed to the repeated gatherings at the location. The presence of armed police and forensic investigators underscores the serious nature of the incident, which has raised concerns among residents about security and safety in the area.
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