Residents block council workers over controversial Amesbury Avenue parklet plans
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Residents and businesses on Amesbury Avenue in Streatham have taken direct action to prevent council workers from starting a contentious £650,000 project aimed at transforming parts of their street by replacing parking spaces with seating and planters. The opposition comes amid fears that the scheme, which involves creating 'parklets', would negatively impact local shops and encourage antisocial behaviour in the area.
On Monday, 21 April, community members blocked access to the street using fake crime scene tape to stop Lambeth Council employees from commencing the project. This marks the second occasion in a month that locals have obstructed council workers. The dispute highlights ongoing tensions between Lambeth Council and the community regarding the future look and usage of the shopping parade on Amesbury Avenue.
One of the vocal opponents is Berhe Tsegay, a 59-year-old business owner who runs a laundrette on the street. Speaking to the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS) on Tuesday, 22 April, he expressed grave concerns: "If this project goes ahead, my business will be completely destroyed. We have customers from the local community. How are they going to carry their items if there's no parking for vehicles?" Mr Tsegay argues that existing green spaces—such as a park located two streets away—make the proposed parklets redundant. He further stated, "It will attract alcoholics. If the council wants to help, they could do lots to improve the outside lights and to do maintenance to council flats [on the street]."
Long-term resident Tony McDermott, who has lived on Amesbury Avenue for 40 years, also criticised the council, highlighting the large financial outlay amid what he perceives as a lack of fiscal resources: "This is going to cost £650,000. It's a lot of money to spend especially when Lambeth Council are supposed to be skint." He added that repeated attempts by residents to raise their concerns with the council have been met with silence, describing a disconnect between local voices and council decision-making. Echoing Mr Tsegay, he was concerned that the proposed parklet would attract individuals engaging in alcohol consumption and would leave local businesses without sufficient parking for their customers.
Petra Kjell Wright, another resident, challenged the council's assertions that the plans were based on extensive community consultation. She said, "It has been sold as a scheme that will work for local businesses, but what the local businesses are saying is [that] with Lambeth's proposal they will lose trade. It's going to make it more difficult for them. They don't think they are going to survive. It will make it more difficult for them to accept deliveries. There will be less parking for customers." She also emphasised that local people had sought to develop alternative solutions that could meet both community and council objectives, stating, "We want to work with the council. But if this is not settled in an amicable way, we will be out on the streets again."
In response, a spokesperson for Lambeth Council told the LDRS that the proposed scheme aims to revitalise what they describe as a "neglected shopping parade" by making it a "better place to spend time and do business." The council noted that the plans align with both strategic priorities and feedback received from local people over five years of consultation. The spokesperson said, "Local people are rightly passionate about their neighbourhoods and we have held many discussions about this improvement project. Our proposals both align with our strategic priorities and local people's feedback. There has been a huge amount of work completed to engage the community in the design [of] the scheme and we are confident that a positive outcome that delivers for the local area will be the end result."
At present, the future of the Amesbury Avenue initiative remains uncertain, with the community prioritising dialogue and solutions that address the concerns raised about parking, business viability, and the character of the street.
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