Historic Ocean Room nightclub in Great Yarmouth put up for sale following closure
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A historic nightclub and entertainment venue in Great Yarmouth, known as the Ocean Room, has been placed on the market following its closure in March 2024. The venue, located in Gorleston, has been a prominent feature of the local nightlife since it opened in 1939 and was operated by the same family for approximately 30 years under a lease from Great Yarmouth Borough Council.
During its heyday in the 1990s, the Ocean Room hosted performances by notable bands such as Blur and, over the years, welcomed contemporary artists including Rag'n'Bone Man. Despite its rich cultural heritage and significance within the community, the venue was forced to cease operations, with the owners attributing the closure to financial difficulties arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Earlier in 2024, concerns regarding the building’s condition were raised by the local authority, which revealed that the property required repairs estimated at around £800,000. Consequently, the council had indicated that a sale might be necessary.
Residents of Great Yarmouth have expressed disappointment over the loss of this historic community facility, initiating a petition calling for a three-month consultation period to explore future uses of the building. Suggestions for the site’s repurposing include arts, cultural activities, community initiatives, or support for charitable organisations. Among the petitioners, one commented, "It would be great to see this stay as a nightclub or entertainment venue." Another noted that the Ocean Room was an undeniable "part of Gorleston's history."
Estate agents Arnold Keys, who are managing the sale, have invited offers from potential buyers and are open to proposals for the redevelopment and future use of the site. Senior partner Guy Gowing stated to the Great Yarmouth Mercury, "This iconic building offers a great opportunity for an investor to create a prominent bar, restaurant or leisure facility right at the heart of Gorleston. The building does require refurbishment and investment, but its wonderful location and rich history makes this a very attractive prospect for serious players in the leisure and tourism sector."
Although a guide price has not been published, the sale represents a significant opportunity for those interested in the leisure and tourism markets to acquire a location imbued with historical and cultural importance within the Great Yarmouth area.
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