Labour councillor criticised for entering raffle to win former council house he sold
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A Labour councillor in Southwark has attracted criticism after purchasing a raffle ticket for the chance to win a council house that he had overseen the sale of nearly a decade and a half ago. Richard Livingstone, the Labour member for Old Kent Road, entered a prize draw organised by the company Omaze for a four-bedroom Georgian townhouse located near Borough Market on Park Street.
Back in 2013, Livingstone supervised the sale of the same property, number 21 Park Street, alongside its neighbour at number 23. The two houses were sold to a property developer for a combined total of £2.96 million. At that time, Cllr Livingstone stated that the funds from the sale would be used to “fund approximately 20 new council homes” within the borough.
The sale had faced opposition from housing activists who even occupied the property for a period in protest. Southwark Council, under Labour leadership, proceeded with the sale despite local resistance.
The current estimated value of 21 Park Street stands at over £4.5 million, according to Omaze, which is running the raffle competition. Entry to the draw is available online until Sunday 27 April, with postal entries closing on Tuesday 29 April.
Richard Livingstone has not responded to requests for comment from the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS).
The situation has drawn rebuke from opposition politicians in the area. Cllr Victor Chamberlain, leader of Southwark Liberal Democrats and member for Borough and Bankside, described the event as a “gross irony.” Speaking to the LDRS, he said: “It's a gross irony that the Labour councillor who flogged off the family silver is now buying lottery tickets for a chance to live in the very home he sold.”
Chamberlain highlighted the ongoing challenges faced by Southwark residents, noting that 19,000 households remain on the council’s housing waiting list, with no new council homes built in the previous year. He added: “The council openly admitting that at least 20 per cent of applicants will never get a home—for some, their odds of winning this lottery are bizarrely better than getting help from Southwark.”
He criticised the council’s approach to social housing, stating: “Instead, Southwark Labour are doubling down—they sold off yet another council house on the same street just a few months ago. This isn't policy, it's managed decline. They're hollowing out social housing in Southwark and replacing it with raffles and press releases.”
Despite his criticism of his political opponents, Cllr Chamberlain also admitted to entering the raffle for the chance to win the Park Street property.
The story has drawn attention to the ongoing debates around council housing in Southwark, the borough’s management of its housing stock, and the innovative but controversial methods used to provide housing opportunities to residents.
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