woman discovers hidden room in quirky apartment sealed for decades
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A woman recently uncovered a concealed space within her rented flat that had remained hidden for at least twenty years. Having moved into the apartment six months prior, she was drawn to the property by its affordable rent and central location.
Located in an older building known for its "quirky" character—described by the woman as "falling apart but with character"—the flat featured unusual built-in wardrobes and notably thick walls. While rearranging her bedroom about a month ago, she became curious about one of the wardrobes that had a panel nailed shut at the back. After enlisting the help of her boyfriend, who used a hammer to pry open the panel, they discovered another wall behind it. Tapping on this revealed it was hollow in parts, prompting further investigation.
After some effort and considerable dust, they broke through to reveal a small, windowless room roughly the size of a large walk-in wardrobe. Inside this hidden space was an old wooden chair and a stack of yellowing newspapers dating back to the 1970s.
The tenant said, "I freaked out a little but eventually called my landlord to ask about it. He was just as surprised as I was, he'd owned the building for like 20 years and had no idea there was a hidden room." The landlord then visited the flat, examined the discovery, and shared in the tenant’s curiosity.
Following this, the woman cleaned and refurbished the space, repurposing it into a reading nook. However, she remains uncertain about the original purpose of the secret room or why it was sealed off.
The discovery prompted a range of reactions on social media. One commenter jokingly remarked, "Dude, you just tunnelled into next door and turned someone's quiet space into a reading room." Others shared similar stories of hidden spaces found during property renovations, including one who found a concealed stairway to an attic previously unknown to their landlord, and another who recalled secret rooms in their grandparents’ home.
This intriguing revelation highlights the surprises that older buildings can hold, even for long-standing owners and new tenants alike.
Source: Noah Wire Services
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