North London landlord fined over £5,000 for year-long neglect of HMO tenants
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A landlord has been fined over £5,000 after an investigation revealed severe neglect at her property in north London. Rosa Giddy, who managed a House in Multiple Occupation (HMO) located on Mayfield Crescent, Edmonton, pleaded guilty to failing to comply with an abatement notice under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 at Highbury Corner Magistrates’ Court.
The court proceedings highlighted that Giddy had allowed her tenants to live in extremely poor conditions for an entire year, lacking both heating and hot water, particularly during the coldest months. This prolonged neglect raised significant concerns regarding tenant welfare and safety.
Investigators from Enfield Council found additional violations, including Giddy’s failure to provide necessary gas and electricity safety certificates upon request. These lapses not only put the residents at risk but also brought the overall safety of the property into question.
Councillor Susan Erbil, Cabinet Member for Licensing, Planning and Regulatory Services at Enfield Council, expressed serious concerns regarding Giddy’s lack of action. “Her actions and inactivity showed a lack of concern for the welfare of her tenants which could have had catastrophic consequences,” she stated. Erbil further emphasised the landlord's blatant disregard for her legal obligations, noting that despite receiving multiple warnings from the council, Giddy failed to rectify the issues.
As a result of the court ruling, Giddy’s property has ceased to operate as an HMO. Enfield Council has taken steps to prevent her from re-entering the rental market, declaring that she will not be deemed a "fit and proper person" to hold a licence should she seek to rent out the property again. 
Erbil concluded by reinforcing the council's commitment to monitoring housing standards and enforcing regulations to ensure tenant safety across the borough, asserting the importance of landlords adhering to their legal obligations to rectify deficiencies in their properties.
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