Seven-year planning dispute leaves Calstock housing estate empty and developer £1.2m in debt
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In Cornwall, a newly constructed housing estate in Calstock remains uninhabited and boarded up, caught in a protracted seven-year planning dispute that has left the 33-home project, including 15 affordable properties, stagnant. This “ghost” estate received planning permission in 2018, but subsequent delays, attributed to Cornwall Council, have led to significant financial repercussions for the development firm involved.
The firm, under the leadership of director Michael Wight, has claimed that the delays have resulted in £1.2 million in interest payments, which have rendered it financially unable to proceed with the project. In an interview with the BBC, Wight accused Cornwall Council of "weaponising" legal agreements, alleging that the council imposed additional requirements on their plans, such as the construction of a second road and a £750,000 retaining wall. He argued that these demands have "eroded" the project’s budget.
Cornwall Council has publicly stated its commitment to collaborating with developers who have received planning permission, ensuring that housing projects, particularly those including affordable housing, are completed in accordance with agreed-upon guidelines. The council acknowledged ongoing issues with this development and affirmed its dedication to working with the developer to find a solution.
Parish councillor Dorothy Kirk expressed concern over the situation, describing it as "a tragic situation where everybody loses." Speaking to the BBC, she emphasised, "I hope somehow we can rescue it. We have to find a solution, end of. I don't want Calstock to be deprived of homes, I don't want to see the developer lose everything. It's been a long, expensive and difficult journey. We have to have houses for local people."
In a recent statement, Cornwall Council revealed that it is currently reviewing a revised planning application for the site, signalling a potential pathway forward in a situation that has left the local community in uncertainty and the development in limbo. The council remains actively engaged in discussions with stakeholders to address the challenges and resolve the long-standing issues surrounding the completion of the housing estate.
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