Okehampton wall dubbed ‘Berlin Wall Mk 2’ partially demolished by local with JCB
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In Okehampton, Devon, a significant local incident has unfolded regarding a wall that has been controversially described as 'The Berlin Wall Mk 2.' This structure, positioned on Kellands Lane, was erected by developers to block a popular pedestrian route that families traditionally used to access nearby schools. The wall was constructed under claims that the land is privately owned, thereby designating the passage through it as trespassing.
The background to this conflict began when a mapping error from Google Maps began directing pedestrians towards this road as a legitimate walking route, leading to increasing discontent within the community. As locals started to voice their frustrations, the wall garnered a reputation for obstructing a well-used thoroughfare, prompting graffiti to appear, further emphasising residents’ dissatisfaction.
On 17 April, West Devon Borough Council issued a 'Temporary Stop Notice' aimed at halting any further developments concerning the wall. Just a week later, on 25 April, an Enforcement Notice was generated, indicating that the council planned to dismantle the wall by 27 May if it remained unaddressed. 
However, these plans took an unexpected turn when an unnamed local took direct action, renting a JCB digger to dismantle part of the wall prematurely. This spontaneous act resulted in residents rejoicing, as the blocked path was reopened for public use. Local resident Dana Green expressed her relief, stating, "Nobody knew why it was put up," highlighting concerns that the wall posed safety risks for children who faced precarious situations crawling through gaps.
Another resident, Roy Hopkinson, who lives adjacent to the wall, reinforced the sentiment of confusion regarding its purpose, stating, “It's been mental,” and acknowledging that it resembled the historical Berlin Wall. He noted, “It made the neighbourhood a lot quieter.”
In response to the demolition, Councillor George Dexter of Okehampton North shed light on the complexities of the situation. He explained that the land in question forms part of a 'ransom strip' related to nearby privately owned terrain, stipulating that any use of the path by the public qualifies as trespassing.
Verity Warren, a local community member, articulated her dismay, revealing that her husband, who uses a mobility scooter, faced challenges due to the wall's construction. This points not only to the impact on walkers but raises broader issues regarding accessibility in the area.
A spokesperson for the involved developers, Leander Developments, stated that the wall's installation was intended for public safety and compliance with insurance requirements, especially following Google Maps’ misrepresentation of the route. They described the actions of the unidentified local as criminal damage and reported the incident to the police.
As the situation develops, local authorities appear committed to resolving the conflict. Councillor Caroline Mott, Lead Member for Planning and the Built Environment at West Devon Borough Council, expressed intentions to swiftly address the community's needs regarding the matter.
While the wall's abrupt removal has temporarily relieved residents, the long-term management of the land remains unclear. Developer representatives indicated a willingness to collaborate with the council on finding a permanent solution but noted a lack of subsequent council action following discussions held in early January 2023. The incident not only underscores tensions between community needs and private land rights but also raises questions about future accessibility in the area.
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