Belfast rally demands an end to no-fault evictions and stronger tenant protections
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In Belfast, an anti-eviction rally is set to take place at City Hall, highlighting the need for urgent reforms to protect renters from what activists describe as the "oppressive power" wielded by landlords. Organised by the Community Action Tenants Union (CATU) along with various community groups, the event aims to address the alarming erosion of security for tenants, many of whom face evictions for simply demanding necessary repairs to their homes. Participants will gather at Dunville Park at 12:30pm before marching to City Hall, delivering a message of solidarity and empowerment for renters throughout the region.
Hannah Gibson, chair of CATU Belfast, articulated the struggles faced by working-class communities grappling with the housing crisis. “For too long, private and social landlords have been allowed to evict tenants without cause,” she stated. Gibson underscored that many tenants experience retaliation for asserting their rights, further deepening the need for protective legislation. The ongoing rally is a concerted effort to push back against seemingly casual eviction practices that can displace families and disintegrate communities.
While the introduction of the Private Tenancies Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 aimed to bolster protections for private renters, it conspicuously excluded a ban on no-fault evictions—a loophole that continues to jeopardise tenant security. Activists argue that legislative changes are critically needed to ensure people are not evicted simply for exercising their rights. Sean Doherty of the Beechmount Residents Collective poignantly shared his observations of the fallout from such evictions. “Hundreds of people in my community in west Belfast have been forced out of their homes with nowhere to go,” he revealed, adding that many end up in precarious housing situations far from their communities.
If we look across the UK, legislative efforts are emerging to more systematically abolish no-fault evictions. Recent announcements by the government propose to eliminate Section 21 notices that currently allow landlords to evict tenants without providing adequate justification. The upcoming Renters Reform Bill seeks to create a more balanced marketplace for both landlords and renters, presenting reforms that could significantly empower tenants to challenge unfair practices without the threat of retaliation.
The Northern Ireland Assembly has echoed the call for reforms, passing a recent motion urging action on the housing supply strategy. While Communities Minister Gordon Lyons expressed concern over the complexities of ending no-fault evictions, acknowledging high demand for social housing, the legislative environment is increasingly receptive to reform. Local community initiatives, such as the rally, are intensifying pressure on lawmakers to act decisively to protect vulnerable renters experiencing displacement.
The persistent issue of no-fault evictions has also been raised in the context of rising homelessness figures, with many tenants facing uncertainty as they navigate the complexities of tenancy in a precarious market. Many campaigners view the rally as not just an event but a pivotal moment in the push for systematic changes that prioritise tenant stability.
In summarising the purpose of the rally, Gibson asserted, “We’re sending a clear message to the private and social landlords this weekend - we won’t let you evict us into homelessness and destroy our communities." This sentiment encapsulates an urgent call for legislative action to safeguard tenants' rights and create a more equitable housing landscape.
The nuances surrounding tenant protections in Northern Ireland reflect broader trends across the UK, where various reforms are proposed to ensure greater accountability from landlords and a more robust framework to support renters. As momentum builds around these vital issues, the actions taken by local communities like those in Belfast could play an instrumental role in shaping future tenant rights legislation.
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