East Suffolk Council blocks HMO plan for Sizewell C workers amid community concerns
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Plans to convert a mid-terrace property in Kirkley, South Lowestoft, into a seven-bedroom House of Multiple Occupation (HMO) aimed at providing accommodation for workers involved in the Sizewell C nuclear power station project have been denied. This decision reinforces a growing trend of resistance to similar housing initiatives in the area, amid concerns over local infrastructure and community impacts.
The application for the property located at 284 London Road South was submitted by agent Andrew Middleton on behalf of owner Mr. Justin Fenn. According to the submitted documents, the building has been functioning as an HMO for several years. The applicant argued that as the Sizewell C project progressed, there would be increasing demand for nearby accommodation for workers, necessitating the change in usage. Despite this rationale, East Suffolk Council denied the proposal under delegated powers after reviewing numerous objections from local residents.
The council emphasised that there was insufficient evidence to prove that the property had operated as an HMO for the required ten-year period, a stipulation often used to justify such conversions. The delegated report from the council’s case officer highlighted the absence of exceptional circumstances that would warrant the change of use, echoing concerns raised during this and other recent applications regarding whether there is truly a need for such accommodation in the locality. Crucially, the report stated: “no evidence has been submitted demonstrating that there is a need for such accommodation in the area,” leading to the conclusion that the proposed change of use was "unacceptable."
This situation mirrors other recent refusals in Lowestoft, where various proposals to convert properties into HMOs have faced similar opposition. For instance, plans to establish a nine-bedroom HMO for asylum seekers at 47 London Road South were also denied following over 20 objections that raised alarms over potential anti-social behaviour and increased parking demands. Similarly, applications involving the conversion of local establishments into accommodations for Sizewell C workers have been rejected due to concerns over suitability and potential disruption to the community.
The issue of inadequate housing for construction workers has drawn attention, particularly as the Sizewell C project gears up for what is expected to be a significant influx of personnel. Current alternative arrangements include the refurbishment of the Pontins Pakefield Holiday Village, which is set to host approximately 500 workers, aiming to alleviate some of the pressure on local housing resources. This initiative suggests a more structured solution for worker accommodation, rather than the piecemeal proposals that have so far faced staunch opposition.
As the Sizewell C project continues to develop, it remains to be seen how local authorities will balance the imperative to support infrastructure development with the need to maintain community integrity and quality of life for residents. With Local Town Councils expressing ongoing concerns and objections from constituents, East Suffolk Council is likely to remain vigilant in its scrutiny of future proposals for housing related to the nuclear project.
In summary, the refusal of the mid-terrace property conversion underscores a larger conversation about community resources and the potential impacts of major developments on local life. The challenges being faced echo broader themes of housing and development that are pertinent not only in Lowestoft but across many regions experiencing significant economic shifts. 
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