Belfast tenants rally against rising evictions and housing insecurity
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Housing rights activists in Belfast have marched in protest against what they describe as the "destructive impact of evictions" and the pervasive "oppressive power" wielded by landlords. Organised by the Community Action Tenants Union (CATU) and backed by numerous community groups, the event unfolded on a Saturday afternoon, moving from Dunville Park on the Falls Road to Belfast City Hall. Participants rallied for increased protections for renters, including a call for a complete ban on evictions.
At the forefront of the march was Hannah Gibson, the Belfast chair of CATU. She articulated the distressing reality of working-class communities that have been severely affected by the housing crisis. “This Saturday, working class communities on the front lines will shine a light on the destructive impact of evictions on tenants, their families and the wider community," Gibson stated. She argues that recent trends show landlords forcing evictions without cause, often targeting tenants seeking basic repairs or challenging unjust rent hikes. An eviction ban is seen as a crucial step toward empowering tenants and securing their rights within an impermanent housing market.
The issue of housing insecurity extends beyond simple evictions. Reports indicate that the protections available to tenants, particularly in the social rented sector, are steadily diminishing. Tenants face evictions at the first hint of arrears or, disturbingly, shortly after the death of a family member. "Our demand is clear," Gibson insisted. "We want safe, secure homes for all. That means no more evictions, the introduction of rent caps and rent reductions, security of tenure for all people, and the end of the broken housing system that prioritises private profit over the public good."
The urgency of the situation echoes through the voices of other community representatives, such as Sean Doherty from the Beechmount Residents Collective. He highlighted the precarious circumstances facing individuals in west Belfast, stating, “Hundreds of people in my community have been forced out of their homes with nowhere to go.” Many find themselves in temporary accommodations, far from their original communities, which can lead to further social disintegration.
This protest in Belfast highlights only a fraction of the burgeoning crisis affecting the region’s housing landscape. For instance, another recent protest in the Belvoir estate underscored concerns over the insufficient supply of social housing, exacerbated by misleading community messaging associated with immigration. Additionally, legislation affecting tenancy rights has drawn ire, particularly laws that compel grieving families to vacate their homes. Such complex and often intersecting issues illustrate the pressing need for reform in Bermuda's housing policies.
The march is not only an expression of dissent but also a poignant reminder of the growing discontent with a housing system that many feel has systematically failed them. With rising living costs compounding housing pressures and countless individuals standing on the precipice of eviction, the demand for immediate political and social action is more urgent than ever. The calls for rent stability, enhanced tenant rights, and a re-evaluation of housing laws reflect the broader desire for systemic change.
As the protestors made their way to City Hall, the message was unequivocal: without adequate protections, the fabric of community life in Belfast is at risk of being irrevocably torn apart.
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