Aberdeen residents vow to fight demolition of homes flagged for RAAC safety risks
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The voice of Michael Sweeney resonates with a palpable determination, shouting his commitment to resist any attempt to force him from his home in Torry, Aberdeen. “They’ll have to break down the door and drag me out of Torry. I’ll not be going without a fight,” he asserts, capturing the escalating tension felt by residents facing the looming demolition of their homes due to the revelation of unsafe RAAC (Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete) structures. 
Michael, a 64-year-old retired chef and RAF veteran, lives with his son, Mark, in one of the properties earmarked for destruction. Their home was intended as a sanctuary for the family during retirement, but recent revelations regarding the concrete's structural integrity have thrown that future into disarray. “I still owe £100,000 on my mortgage,” laments Mark, recounting the emotional toll that the situation has taken since his mother, Vivien, passed away last year from lung cancer. The house, which Mark purchased for £115,000 nine years ago, now faces a stark decline in value, with estimates suggesting it could be worth as little as £70,000—a precarious situation that threatens to ensnare him in financial despair.
The homeowners’ collective anxieties are compounded by a confusing compensation process spearheaded by Aberdeen City Council. The council has offered a voluntary purchase scheme that includes home loss payments of up to £15,000, effectively sidelining the real market values of these homes. According to local reports, there is a growing trend of residents expressing frustration over potential losses that some estimate to exceed £70,000. Such financial uncertainties plunge many into a state of emotional turmoil, oscillating between anger and despair, as they contemplate their next steps. 
Mark’s view aligns with that of his neighbours, many of whom are refraining from engaging with the purchase scheme due to its perceived inadequacies. “To start with, we were all sticking together, but the process is wearing people down now,” he states, highlighting a sentiment that reverberates through the community. They all seem united in their demand for transparency and fair compensation. While Aberdeen City Council claims to engage constructively with affected residents, the reality appears more fraught, with homeowners like Stephen Mitchell alleging they are being offered significantly less than the perceived worth of their properties.
In light of the ongoing stress and uncertainty, many homeowners are considering legal action. This brewing discontent reflects a larger framework of issues surrounding RAAC concrete—a material previously lauded for its properties but now revealed to pose serious structural risks. More than 500 homes in Aberdeen are affected by this crisis, echoing a broader problem across various Scottish councils where RAAC has been identified. The Scottish Housing Regulator continues to verify cases of affected properties, with calls for comprehensive remedial action growing more urgent by the day.
The sense of injustice resonates deeply within the community. Residents like Mark and Michael feel they are at the mercy of a system that has failed to protect their investments, and in many cases, their safety. They contend that they have invested heavily in improving their homes, outlaying costs that they fear will not be acknowledged in any future assessments or compensation packages. "I’ve spent thousands on the house… and now I’m expected to accept half of what it’s worth?” Mark questions, reflecting the disappointment shared by many in a community increasingly fatigued by the convoluted bureaucracy.
Furthermore, locals express a broader frustration with what they see as neglect from the authorities regarding Torry, a sentiment echoed in Michael’s declaration that “Naebody cares about Torry.” Their cries highlight the social implications of this crisis, not only jeopardising financial stability but eroding community bonds as faith in local governance wanes.
As the fight for fair compensation continues, residents are galvanising support through petitions and local campaigns, urging the public to stand beside them. The situation has become a symbol of broader struggles faced by homeowners across the region, illustrating the complexities of home ownership and the responsibilities of local councils in providing safe living conditions. Amid the uncertainty, calls for community solidarity resonate loudly, as residents assert their determination to challenge these developments that threaten their homes and livelihoods.
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