Ellen DeGeneres delists historic Neutra home as UK move reshapes her property portfolio
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Ellen DeGeneres has recently taken one of her remaining properties in the United States off the market after relocating to the UK with her wife, Portia de Rossi. The couple now resides in an $18 million farmhouse in the picturesque Cotswolds, two hours from London. This shift marks a significant step in their journey, as they have been steadily liquidating their US real estate assets since their move.
The property, initially listed in January for just under $30 million, was not sold despite earlier attempts, which included a listing at nearly $34 million in March 2024. After spending three months without attracting a buyer, the home was delisted and, although re-listed at a reduced price, it remained unsold. The estate, recognised for its modernist architecture designed by the renowned Richard Neutra, has undergone extensive renovations, a pattern consistent with the couple's history of transforming properties.
Known as “The Brown House,” the estate has a storied architectural lineage, being one of the few remaining Neutra homes in the area. Built in 1955, it was originally owned by a single family for four decades before changing hands in 1994 for $1.42 million. The property saw significant appreciation when it was sold for $20 million in 2019 before DeGeneres and de Rossi purchased it for $29 million in 2020. Their vision for the home has aimed at restoring its architectural integrity while infusing modern comforts, described in listings as “a true encapsulation of living in a work of art.”
While Ellen and Portia have had notable successes selling other properties—like their recent sale of a two-bedroom villa in Montecito, which went for $5.2 million, exceeding its asking price by over $200,000—their struggle with the Neutra home highlights the challenges in the luxury real estate market, particularly in a period characterised by economic uncertainty. 
In a broader context, their decision to relocate appears to have been influenced by socio-political factors, including the outcomes of the 2024 U.S. presidential election. Reports suggest that the couple sought to distance themselves from the political climate in the US, thereby establishing a new life across the Atlantic. Their move to the UK has not been without controversy; they recently encountered local opposition regarding renovations to their new farmhouse, reportedly breaching some planning stipulations, although local authorities deemed the work satisfactory.
As the couple embraces their new rural life, the future of their remaining US property assets remains uncertain. This period of selling off American real estate not only signals a personal transformation but also reflects a growing trend among high-profile figures seeking refuge from the shifting cultural landscape in the United States.
Ellen DeGeneres and Portia de Rossi’s journey of real estate investment and disposition mirrors a larger narrative of adaptation amidst changing realities, a theme that resonates with many as they navigate life's complexities.
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