Jacobean Shire Hall in Anglesey goes on sale for £288,000 after devastating fire

[image: ]
A historic Jacobean mansion has come to market for the remarkably low price of £288,000, but it is not without its significant drawbacks. Shire Hall, a 125-year-old Grade II listed building in Llangefni, Anglesey, was initially constructed in 1899 for a modest sum of £4,453. Over the years, it served various civic functions, including as an office for Anglesey County Council and later as a registry office and meeting venue for the local town council.
However, the mansion's charm has been marred by a recent devastating fire, suspected to have been started deliberately in December 2023. This unfortunate event has left the property in a derelict state, with a collapsed roof and extensive structural damage rendering it inaccessible and unsafe. Consequently, despite its picturesque location overlooking the Afon Cefni river, the building now stands as a stark reminder of its former glory.
Gemma Vaughan of Paul Fosh Auctions, the company managing the sale, views Shire Hall as a unique opportunity for developers. The property not only occupies a prime riverside position but also comes with planning permission for the creation of six residential units, specifically townhouses featuring four storeys and covering approximately 150 square metres each. Vaughan noted that there may even be potential for a greater density of usage if parts of the structure were demolished. "The lot offers a most unusual and exciting opportunity for an investor/developer to acquire this historic building in the heart of Llangefni," she stated.
Despite its current state, Shire Hall is situated on a site of three-quarters of an acre, providing ample space for redevelopment. The area boasts excellent transport links, located just a mile from the A55 expressway, facilitating access to Anglesey and the north Wales coast, including Cheshire. The local council has expressed support for more elaborate development plans, further enhancing the property's appeal.
The ongoing deterioration of Shire Hall has prompted Anglesey County Council to take measures to protect public safety. Access routes around the building have been closed, and the council is actively collaborating with the owner to address the structural issues arising from the fire damage. The council's initiatives underscore the importance of safeguarding both public safety and the future potential of such historic sites.
Anglesey itself is renowned for its scenic beauty, with numerous sandy beaches and coastal paths that attract visitors for walking and exploring. The rich historical context surrounding Shire Hall, combined with Anglesey's natural allure, could make this property an attractive opportunity for investors interested in historic preservation and sustainable development.
As the auction for Shire Hall approaches, interest is expected to be high, particularly among developers seeking to transform a tragic situation into a constructive future. The online auction is set to commence on May 20 and conclude on May 22, and potential buyers are advised to view the site safely from a distance, given its precarious condition. This blend of history, opportunity, and challenges makes Shire Hall a focal point of interest in the local community and beyond.
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