Two West Drayton hotels earn over £100 million hosting asylum seekers amid local tensions

[image: ]
Two hotels in West Drayton, near London’s Heathrow Airport, have become focal points in the contentious debate surrounding the UK’s approach to hosting asylum seekers. The Crowne Plaza and Holiday Inn, both majority-owned by Israeli businessman Amir Dayan, have reportedly generated over £100 million from taxpayer money as they accommodate refugees. Situated just a half mile apart, these hotels have housed migrants for longer than most major UK establishments, signifying a shift in the nature of such facilities in response to a surge in Channel crossings.
Since contracts were signed in late 2020 and early 2021, the hotels have been transformed from tourist accommodation into asylum hostels amidst increasing migrant flows across the English Channel. The UK government has been heavily criticised for its handling of the asylum process, having later revealed that the total bill for asylum accommodation is projected to hit £15.3 billion over the next decade, significantly up from initial estimations. Those figures imply an expense of around £4.2 million daily to provide housing for tens of thousands of migrants across various facilities.
Ironically, local sentiment appears sharply divided. While many asylum seekers express satisfaction with their living conditions—describing their rooms as “very nice” and reporting decent food—residents of West Drayton have voiced profound discontent. Many are frustrated by the perceived misuse of public money in contrast to the struggles faced by local citizens, including veterans and pensioners who experience homelessness and inadequate support. One local resident lamented, “they get these handouts. It is disgusting,” echoing a sentiment that resonates through many parts of the UK as towns see a shift in public services.
The business model employed by Dayan, once described as one of Israel's richest men, has raised questions not only about the ethics of such profit-making ventures in publicly funded initiatives but also about the long-term viability of utilizing hotels for asylum accommodation. In light of dire accusations over the treatment of asylum seekers, reports have highlighted conditions that resemble those in detention centres, with inadequate amenities and instances of distress among residents. The situation at the Crowne Plaza was particularly troubling, with reports of an individual threatening self-harm and another dying under tragic circumstances, stirring further public outcry.
The contractual arrangements between the government and hotel owners remain opaque, with details about pricing and terms largely undisclosed. However, estimates suggest that the actual costs billed to taxpayers might be discounted significantly, likely making the £100 million figure more plausible given the expected occupancy rates and the discounts often seen in bulk bookings of hotel accommodations.
Nearby businesses, such as local pubs and restaurants, have noticed a downturn in patronage as the hotels’ transformation into asylum seeker lodgings leads to diminished tourism. The manager of The Plough pub remarked on lost business since the hotel began housing asylum seekers, an ongoing concern echoed by local businesses as they navigate the evolving landscape of community relations and economic viability.
Despite the rising criticisms, both the hotels and the government justify their actions as a necessary response to a growing crisis in asylum processing, aimed at addressing both humanitarian concerns and logistical challenges surrounding the asylum system in the UK. In fact, a recent report suggested plans to transition away from hotel accommodations in favour of military barracks and converted facilities, seeking more sustainable housing solutions for the growing number of asylum seekers. 
This complex scenario exposes the intersection of business interests, governmental policy, community dynamics, and the lived experiences of asylum seekers, revealing a tangled web of financial arrangements and ethical considerations in a time of heightened immigration debates in the UK. As local communities grapple with the implications of these policies, the discourse undoubtedly continues to evolve, reflecting broader challenges within the UK's approach to immigration and asylum.
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