Brighton council threatens eviction after tenant spends £30,000 improving garden
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Renata Mohamed, a 48-year-old single mother, has found herself embroiled in a distressing dispute with Brighton and Hove City Council following a significant investment she made in transforming her council-owned garden. For 19 years, Renata resided in Birdham Road, Moulsecoomb, where the garden was a source of frustration and embarrassment. "When I moved in, the garden was unsafe, with uneven ground and a jungle of overgrown trees, weeds, and broken fences," she recalled. The state of disrepair not only rendered the outdoor space unusable but also prevented her children from enjoying it, leading to feelings of inadequacy during their formative years.
After nearly two decades of pleading with the council for assistance—only to be told the responsibility lay with her—Renata finally took matters into her own hands. She invested £30,000 into a complete overhaul of the garden. The work included landscaping help from a friend’s business, which involved cutting back overgrown vegetation, erecting a new fence, levelling the ground, and installing a patio. Renata's determination, fuelled by years of savings and forgoing holidays, was aimed at creating a space where her grandchildren could play and enjoy.
However, shortly after the transformation, Renata was approached by a council officer who instructed her to halt the work immediately. The officer indicated that Renata had failed to obtain the necessary permissions for the modifications. This demand has left her feeling bewildered and frustrated, especially as she claims to have repeatedly asked for clarifications regarding her responsibilities as a tenant. With English as her second language, having immigrated from Poland, Renata felt particularly disadvantaged in navigating the bureaucratic requirements.
In the aftermath of the council's intervention, Renata asserts that she was misinformed by a council employee about the possibility of applying for retrospective permission, a claim the council has refuted. They cited assertions that drainage had not been appropriately installed, despite Renata providing photographic evidence to the contrary. The council has since communicated that the matter has been referred to the courts, threatening eviction as a potential drastic step.
Renata's plight is not an isolated incident. Local reports illustrate a broader trend in which tenants, particularly vulnerable individuals, face eviction under increasingly precarious circumstances. Another notable case is that of Keziah Hall, also a single mother, who faced a no-fault eviction after years of tenancy. Such cases have drawn attention to the urgent need for reforms in renters' rights. In a recent survey, it was revealed that 59 homes in Brighton and Hove were repossessed through no-fault evictions under Section 21 of the Housing Act 1988, a practice that allows landlords to evict tenants without cause. In response to rising concerns, the Labour government has pledged to abolish such evictions, reflecting a growing acknowledgment of the need for tenant protections.
Additionally, the situation in Brighton extends to the business community, with tenants in creative spaces like New England House facing eviction as councils pursue redevelopment under stringent safety regulations. The potential for community loss resonates deeply, as these spaces often provide essential services and cultural contributions to the area.
Renata’s experience highlights not only her individual struggle but also a systemic issue that many tenants face. "It’s such a cruel way to treat me," she lamented. Her story serves as a poignant reminder of the precarious nature of housing security, particularly for those who strive to enhance their living conditions, yet find themselves ensnared in bureaucratic hurdles. As the council seeks a resolution, Renata's hope remains that empathy and understanding will prevail, allowing her to enjoy the garden she fought so hard to create.
As the broader conversation about housing rights continues to evolve, it is clear that the plight of individual tenants—like Renata—must be central to any forthcoming discussions on reform and community investment.
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