Celia Sawyer puts Sandbanks mansion on sale after high-profile neighbour dispute
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Celia Sawyer, known as Mrs Bling and celebrated for her work as a celebrity interior designer, is putting her stunning waterfront mansion in Sandbanks, Dorset, on the market for an eye-watering £4 million. This property, overlooking the picturesque Poole Harbour, has been the backdrop of a notable dispute with a millionaire neighbour, exposing the tensions simmering beneath the tranquil veneer of one of the UK’s most exclusive locales.
The Sawyers acquired the property in 2007 for £2.4 million and have since invested over £1 million into transforming it, showcasing a makeover that reflects the opulence characteristic of Sawyer's design philosophy. The mansion features four bedrooms and spans an impressive 2,700 square feet, incorporating not just luxurious interiors, but also a unique outdoor space complete with a beach area and a striking sunroom—a 21ft by 15ft glass structure with a retractable roof.
The sunroom, however, became the focal point of heated contention when neighbour Neil Kennedy constructed an unofficial balcony that overlooked Sawyer’s garden. This intrusion led to privacy concerns that eventually escalated into a planning row, prompting the local council's intervention. Although Kennedy was initially granted retrospective permission for his construction, the situation turned when the council scrutinised Sawyer's sunroom due to complaints lodged by Kennedy.
In September 2022, after navigating a landscape fraught with emotional and legal complexities, including the threat of demolition for her unapproved structure, Sawyer won the right to retain her sunroom. “I’m not going to let him stop me sunbathing in my bikini,” she stated, reflecting a mix of relief and resilience in the face of what she described as “silly tit for tat” between the neighbours.
The dispute illuminates a broader context in Sandbanks, which has become one of England's most affluent areas, now regarded as the fourth most expensive place to live in the UK. It has seen a significant wave of development, notably modern mansions that replace older properties, drawing in affluent individuals including a range of celebrities such as retired footballers and property moguls.
Beyond her own property saga, Sawyer has also been an outspoken opponent of new developments threatening the area's character. Recently, she led local residents in opposing a proposed four-storey residential block that would disrupt the community's tranquil disposition. Describing the proposed project as a "monstrosity", she expressed concerns over potential noise and congestion, reflecting a community increasingly vigilant about maintaining its exclusive charm in the face of growing development pressure.
The estate agents representing Sawyer's property at The Horseshoe highlight its prime location within a quiet cul-de-sac, offering breathtaking views of the harbour and access to nearby yacht clubs and restaurants, contributing to the property's desirability. The mansion is poised to attract buyers seeking both luxury and a taste of the lifestyle emblematic of Sandbanks.
In conclusion, Sawyer’s decision to sell comes not just amid a personal dispute but against the backdrop of a changing neighbourhood landscape, where the rhythms of affluence meet the complications of modern living. As the Sawyers prepare for potential new adventures, perhaps in their home in Barbados, the saga of their impressive estate serves as a microcosm of the evolving narrative of Sandbanks, where opulence and conflict are intricately interwoven. 
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