Aberdeen couple ordered to remove garden structures from disputed public land
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In Aberdeen, a couple has been directed by the local council to dismantle a timber fence and other structures they had established around an area of public land behind their property in Bridge of Don. The dispute, which reflects broader tensions between private enjoyment and public space, began when Pamela Horne and her husband took it upon themselves to adopt a seemingly neglected plot adjacent to their home on Middleton Circle four years ago. The couple argued that their efforts to improve the land—removing hazardous vegetation and introducing wildlife-friendly features such as bat boxes and birdhouses—were in service of better biodiversity and community enhancement. They claimed to have consulted various parties, asserting that they had received no objections regarding their actions.
However, the stance of Aberdeen City Council tells a different story. Officials contended that the couple's actions resulted in the loss of valuable open space, essential for maintaining the character of the suburban area. During a recent local review, Planner Lucy Greene indicated that the council did not officially own the land and was uncertain about the actual ownership status. Opinions from local authority planners revealed a clear concern regarding the implications of the couple's unauthorised alterations, which they believed contributed to a discordant boundary that could detract from the appearance of the neighbourhood.
Councillor Neil Copland voiced strong opposition to the couple's application, warning against the potential precedent such a case could set. He referred to the couple's actions as a “land grab” and stressed the dangers of allowing individuals to encroach upon and modify public land for private use. His comments reflect a growing sensitivity among councils in Scotland about encroachments that could jeopardise communal spaces, a situation highlighted by several recent disputes across the country.
For instance, in a separate case involving Cafe 52, Aberdeen City Council ordered the demolition of a beloved outdoor eating terrace, which had been an integral part of the city’s café culture for over 20 years. This decision was met with significant public outcry, illustrating how local authorities are defending public spaces amidst ongoing development pressures. Similarly, in Greenock, a couple faced the demolition of a garden shed built without planning permission, showcasing the common thread of stringent enforcement where local councils seek to clarify property boundaries and preserve communal integrity.
This case in Bridge of Don is part of a tapestry of local disputes that highlight the delicate balance between private aspiration and public responsibility. With councils across Scotland increasingly vigilant in enforcing planning regulations, the Horne’s situation serves not only as a cautionary tale but also reflects an ongoing dialogue about land use, community values, and the preservation of public amenities. As the local council remains resolute in having the couple restore the land to its original state, it invites further scrutiny into how public spaces are maintained and protected in the face of individual pursuits. 
In a region where the importance of community spaces is increasingly recognised, the outcome of this case may well serve as a benchmark for future disputes of a similar nature, potentially reshaping the landscape of local governance around private land use in Scotland. 
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