Bloomsbury’s quiet revival draws families and investors amid £400m regeneration

[image: ]
For the wave of Americans seeking to put down roots in central London, emerging neighbourhoods like Bloomsbury are garnering newfound attention—an intriguing contrast to its high-profile counterparts. Jacqueline Griffin, who relocated from Colorado with her husband for work in higher education, shares her affectionate journey through this historically rich area. Initially attracted by the greenery of Holland Park and the picturesque canals of Maida Vale, the couple discovered Bloomsbury quite serendipitously. "We ended up walking through the area and instantly loved its Georgian architecture and the calmness, even though it is so close to Soho and Covent Garden," she recalls.
In Bloomsbury, the Griffins found not only a rental home in a stunning Georgian apartment on Bloomsbury Square but also a vibrant community. According to Griffin, "I garden with the Friends of Bloomsbury Square and have found a great sense of community." However, this sense of neighbourly charm is perhaps matched by the area's appeal to buyers looking for relative affordability. Last year, the average property price in Bloomsbury was £1,137 per square foot, notably lower than the prime central London average of £1,654 per square foot, and significantly less than neighbouring Fitzrovia and Marylebone.
Real estate experts note that Bloomsbury is not generally regarded as a growth area; buyers often pursue properties here for their intrinsic value rather than their potential for capital appreciation. Tom Kain from Black Brick Property Solutions points out, "You buy in Bloomsbury because it’s good value for central London." The area is steeped in intellectual history, anchored by the British Museum and UCL, and is still linked to the famed Bloomsbury Group of artists and writers, including Virginia Woolf and EM Forster.
Yet, despite its rich legacy, Bloomsbury faced challenges following extensive bombings during the Blitz and a decline in popularity during the postwar years. Edward Towers from Aykroyd & Co notes that parts of the area may feel overly student-oriented or touristy, yet buyers are often drawn back to its period charm and proximity to cultural hubs.
A revitalisation effort, spearheaded by major players like Bedford Estates and Imperial London Hotels, aims to reverse the fortunes of Bloomsbury with a substantial £400 million investment. This plan includes enhancements to public spaces, particularly the woodland planting and improved layouts for pedestrian traffic on Princes Circus. New boutique hotels are set to join the landscape, augmenting the area’s appeal as both a residential and commercial district. Alexander Jan from the Central District Alliance asserts that with the benefits brought by the Elizabeth Line at Tottenham Court Road, "the area is coming of age as a more sophisticated business district."
Supportive infrastructure investments are underway, including an advanced life sciences lab in a historic building at Bloomsbury Square and renovations to the Brunswick Centre, creating a lively juxtaposition to the traditional fabric of the neighbourhood. Community engagement is also flourishing, with events like Picnic in the Park drawing residents together.
Notably, Bloomsbury remains an attractive option for families. Jerome Salle and his wife moved from New York to the area and have found it convenient for attending the local French school, balancing both commercial and residential elements. The community has increasingly embraced the area's idiosyncrasies; Jonathan Papp, a pianist who recently bought a penthouse overlooking the British Museum, appreciates the mix of professionals and students that make Bloomsbury feel vibrant and lived-in.
The property landscape itself is a unique tapestry, characterised by Georgian townhouses, luxury apartments, and mansion blocks. Data indicates that despite a recent slight dip in values, the broader market in Bloomsbury has held steady, in contrast to areas like Fitzrovia and Marylebone, suggesting resilience and ongoing appeal. As real estate becomes increasingly competitive—especially with the rise in demand from international students—investments here may prove to be fruitful over time.
Adrian Philpott at Winkworth notes that many prospective buyers, particularly parents of students, are instrumental in driving demand for flats, often looking to invest in properties while their children attend local universities. Yet, the area still grapples with a shortage of family homes, which complicates offerings for those seeking larger residences.
Ultimately, Bloomsbury may not fit neatly into traditional real estate narratives, challenging expectations as its historical charm meets modern tendencies. The ongoing revitalisation efforts, coupled with its unique mix of intellectual heritage and community spirit, suggests that those willing to look beyond the surface might just find a hidden gem in this illustrious London quarter.
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