Strathyre residents challenge auctioneer’s claims of affordable housing potential on protected green space
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Residents of Strathyre have raised concerns about the marketing of a green space opposite their homes, which an auctioneer claims has been earmarked for affordable housing. Future Property Auctions is currently listing the 1.6-acre site on Keip Road, known as Ben View, with an opening bid of £46,000. Promotional materials describe it as a “potential development site” for affordable housing. However, there is no planning permission in place, and Freedom of Information documents reveal that the local planning authority has not indicated support for such development during preliminary discussions.
The current listing has sparked outrage among local residents, who argue that the marketing is misleading. They contend that the title deeds for their properties designate the land to be “retained as open space for recreational purposes.” This situation reflects broader concerns regarding housing availability in the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park, where high property prices have made it challenging for locals to secure affordable housing.
According to information sourced from the National Park Authority, no formal planning applications have been filed concerning the site in question. A pre-application inquiry in early 2023 confirmed that the local development plan does not allocate any sites for housing in Strathyre. The spokesperson emphasized that any future applications would be evaluated against policies pertaining to open space, flooding, and environmental considerations.
Local residents, such as Michael and Angela McGregor, are particularly vocal in their opposition. Michael described the auction listing as “disingenuous,” while Angela expressed scepticism regarding the feasibility of securing planning permission for housing on the site, citing a lack of amenities. Helen Hunter, a long-term resident, recalls that a proposal to build on the land was rejected as far back as 1999. The sentiment among residents is clear: the land should remain as green space for community use.
This emphasis on protecting local environmental assets intertwines with the greater discourse surrounding housing in the region. The Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park is grappling with a housing crisis, exacerbated by rising property prices and the proliferation of second homes and holiday rentals. Reports indicate that approximately 75% of households within the park struggle to afford average house prices, complicating the landscape for potential development and making it harder for younger residents to remain in the area.
The National Park’s policies aimed at addressing these challenges have faced scrutiny. Critics argue that the relaxation of occupancy conditions for new developments has further restricted access to affordable housing for local families, forcing reliance on external housing associations to meet necessary targets. Such systemic issues underline the urgency for clear and transparent communication from both private and regulatory bodies regarding land use and housing development.
As Future Property Auctions continues to promote the land for residential development, it remains evident that many local residents hold steadfast in their belief that the space should be preserved for recreational purposes. The ongoing tensions reflect not only a community in defence of its open spaces but also a wider struggle against the encroaching pressures of market-driven development in a landscape rich with natural beauty but increasingly susceptible to the demands of commercial interests. 
In light of the ongoing auction, the residents maintain their stance that should anyone attempt to develop on this land, they would face significant opposition—a situation that highlights the broader conflict between local needs and external aspirations for development within one of Scotland's treasured national parks.
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