Lambeth Council defies High Court ruling to extend Brockwell Park festival days
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Brockwell Park in Brixton has become the focal point of a contentious debate over the balance between cultural events and the preservation of public spaces. Despite a recent High Court ruling that supported a local campaign group’s challenge against the number of festivals scheduled in the park, Lambeth Council has moved ahead with plans for a series of summer events. The festivals, which include Well-known events such as Wide Awake, Mighty Hoopla, and Field Day, will see the park host activities for a total of 37 days—well beyond the legally permissible limit of 28 days for temporary changes in land use.
The campaign group, Protect Brockwell Park, led by Rebecca Shaman, argues that these large-scale festivals are posing a threat not only to the park's ecological balance but also to the community's right to access this green space. Activist Jen Hawkins voiced the group's concerns, stating, “We’re not anti-festivals. We’d love to ensure that any future events deliver genuine benefits for local people... But the scale of them now is unsustainable.” The organisation calls for greater transparency and community consultation, highlighting the importance of the park as a vital connection to nature for many residents who lack private outdoor spaces.
Amid these protests, Lambeth Council's Cabinet Member for Stronger Communities, Cllr Donatus Anyanwu, underscored the challenges the council faces in balancing the community's cultural needs with environmental stewardship. He noted that events like these not only enrich the local cultural scene but also generate funds that could be reinvested into the community. However, this perspective has drawn sharp criticism from campaigners who argue that the economic benefits do not justify the long-term impacts on public access and environmental degradation in the park.
The High Court ruling has thus added a layer of complexity to an already fraught situation. While the court decreed that the council’s actions were irrational due to the failure to comply with planning laws governing public parks, this has not stopped events like Brockwell Live from proceeding. Local residents have voiced their frustrations, citing that the park is being treated as a “cash cow” rather than as a communal space deserving of protection. Activists have raised concerns that, following a series of heavy festivals, the park has already sustained visible damage—a community event was cancelled after the area became too "churned up" and muddy.
Further complicating this issue is the broader trend of commercialisation of public spaces across London. This dilemma raises critical questions about who benefits from these large-scale cultural festivities and how local communities can maintain their connection to the resources they cherish. The Protect Brockwell Park campaign is emblematic of a growing discontent among residents in urban areas, where commercial interests frequently overshadow the voices of those who rely on these shared spaces for leisure, mental health, and community cohesion.
As Brockwell Park prepares for its packed summer schedule, it remains to be seen how the ongoing tensions will unfold, and whether a compromise can be reached that honours both the cultural vibrancy of the area and its environmental integrity.
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