Pole dance instructor set to keep home studio amid Christchurch noise dispute

[image: ]
In a notable planning dispute in Christchurch, Dorset, pole dance instructor Samilou Saunders appears poised to keep her home-based dance studio, despite ongoing complaints from local residents regarding noise and parking issues. Operating from her £700,000 bungalow, Saunders has faced significant opposition from neighbours who describe the feelings of disturbance stemming from loud music and what they refer to as "grunting" during classes over the past two years. 
Local councillor Margaret Phipps has voiced concerns, suggesting that the business is ill-suited for a residential area. This sentiment echoes broader community anxieties surrounding non-traditional businesses encroaching into suburban life. Residents assert that the studio has had a "devastating" impact, prompting them to formally object to her application for retrospective planning approval. However, many observers, including Saunders, believe the resistance to her studio is rooted more in generational bias and discomfort with pole dancing than legitimate nuisances.
Planning officers at Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole (BCP) Council, have recently recommended approving her application, while proposing conditions designed to mitigate disturbances. These include constraints on noise levels and restrictions on operating hours. “This has been going on for nearly two years now. It's been a lot of stress, and I've been really down about it,” Saunders shared about the emotional toll the objections have taken on her, but expressed hope that the council's support will provide a pathway to resolution.
The studio’s operation, which accommodates small classes averaging eight participants, significantly aligns with Saunders’ claim of minimal disturbance. In a bid to further alleviate neighbour concerns, she highlighted features such as air conditioning and closed windows that effectively contain noise during sessions. Saunders maintains that music is not played during classes, making the complaints from neighbours seem exaggerated to her.
Yet, some neighbours remain resolute in their opposition. An 83-year-old resident, Alan Forage, expressed a desire for the tranquility that characterised their neighbourhood, lamenting summer disturbances when windows are open. Another objector articulated the sentiment that the dance studio was not just an inconvenience but an infringement on their quality of life. These differing views reveal a sharp discord between modern lifestyle choices and traditional expectations of residential calm, which is often exacerbated by societal perceptions of businesses like pole dancing.
This situation mirrors other recent instances where pole dancing schools have faced significant challenges. For example, a pole dance studio in Elm, Cambridgeshire, was evicted following similar complaints about inappropriate attire and parking issues, despite a finding that residents’ living conditions were not adversely affected. This case highlights a recurring theme in disputes involving alternative forms of physical expression in traditional neighbourhoods: the balancing act between entrepreneurial freedom and community standards.
As the BCP planning committee prepares to vote on Saunders’ application, her case underscores broader societal debates about cultural acceptance and the integration of diverse businesses in residential zones. Saunders remains hopeful but apprehensive, recognising the potential for ongoing conflict even with a favourable recommendation. “I am still a bit on edge for the meeting. I’ve been told the councillors would have to have a good reason to refuse it and go against the officer's recommendation,” she noted.
The outcome of this case may not only dictate the future of Saunders’ studio but could also set a precedent for how similar businesses navigate the complexities of community relations and urban planning in the UK.
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