Scottish union leader criticised for owning multiple homes while campaigning against second home ownership
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The recent revelations surrounding Roz Foyer, the General Secretary of the Scottish Trades Union Congress (STUC), have ignited a fierce debate on the implications of second home ownership in Scotland. Despite her vocal condemnation of multiple property ownership, it has come to light that Foyer owns not only a family home in Glasgow and a cottage on the Isle of Jura but also a luxurious three-bedroom apartment in southern Spain. The disclosure, which reveals her renting out the Spanish property for over £1,000 a week, raises questions about the authenticity of her stance on housing issues.
Foyer, who reportedly earns up to £100,000 annually, has previously attributed part of Scotland's housing and cost-of-living crisis to the proliferation of second homes. She has advocated for significant council tax increases on such properties, suggesting a 300% premium to help address homelessness. Speaking on the subject in July 2023, she noted, “Second homes and short-term lets can have significantly negative impacts on communities,” an assertion that starkly contrasts with her own property portfolio.
The backdrop to this controversy is an intensifying housing crisis in Scotland, exacerbated by rising property prices and increasing foreign ownership of homes. As local authorities grapple with a shortage of affordable housing, the Scottish National Party (SNP) has proposed policy measures, including a doubling of council tax rates on second homes to deter owners from keeping them vacant. Supported by the Scottish Greens, this initiative aims to free up homes for residents and make housing more accessible. However, concerns remain about its potential ramifications on tourism and the broader housing market.
In the context of these changes, the Scottish housing landscape is evolving, with recent data showing a nearly 50% drop in second home ownership across the nation over the past six years. This decline reflects shifting patterns driven by higher taxes, the rise of short-term rentals, and ongoing economic uncertainties. Communities, particularly in rural and island locations, have expressed concerns about the impact of second homes, claiming that they drive up housing prices and reduce availability for local workers.
Community sentiments were echoed in Scottish Parliament, where MSPs highlighted the need for affordable housing to support local economies. Carol Mochan, a member of the Scottish Labour party, stated, “A lack of affordable housing affects not only individuals and communities but local businesses that want to attract workers.” The situation is particularly strained in the Highlands, where locals have reported difficulties in recruiting essential public sector workers due to similar housing shortages.
While some local enterprises have begun initiatives to combat the impact of second homes—such as launching a rival to Airbnb to keep tourism revenue within community control—the debate over ownership continues. Foyer, implying a defensive position, stated, “I can look in the mirror knowing that I’m actively arguing to increase my fair share to society.” She asserts that her family has worked tirelessly to own properties legitimately, refusing to feel shame for her decisions. 
As public scrutiny grows, the duality of Foyer's position complicates the fight for equitable housing in Scotland. The juxtaposition of her personal choices against her public advocacy highlights the broader conflicts surrounding housing policy and the social responsibilities of those in influential positions. As developments unfold, Foyer’s actions may provoke further introspection within the STUC and beyond, raising critical questions about the responsibilities of union leaders in addressing the very issues they advocate against.
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