Whitby residents resist Viking-themed bar plan amid fears of rising noise and lost heritage
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In the picturesque coastal town of Whitby, plans to convert a historic ironmongers’ shop into a Viking-themed rock bar have ignited considerable local debate. This proposal to turn the Grade II-listed building on Grape Lane into an outpost of Valhalla Ltd, known for its lively venues offering craft ales, mead, and rock music, has met with stern opposition from residents who fear the consequences of further nightlife expansion.
Whitby, renowned for its enchanting cobblestone streets and rich maritime history—once serving as inspiration for Bram Stoker’s Dracula—is grappling with the changes wrought by a surge in tourism and the proliferation of bars and holiday lets. The intended transformation of the former ironmongers into a vibrant pub and adjoining holiday flats has residents like Gillian and Keith Blessed expressing deep apprehension. Having lived across from the site for over two decades, they worry that the inevitable noise and uproar from stag and hen parties will disrupt their peaceful home environment. Gillian, 72, spoke candidly about her concerns, lamenting that the atmospheric charm of their historic home, built in 1640, is under threat. "I worry that the noise will force us out of our home," she shared, highlighting the close quarters as her home is just a mere 12 feet from the proposed bar.
Residents have raised multiple objections to the planning application, pointing to potential increases in noise, antisocial behaviour, and the unsuitability of such a venture on a narrow street that already bears the burden of lively evening crowds. Richard Peake, another local, voiced his frustration: "I just don't understand why the council feels there is a need for another bar or pub in Whitby. We already have more than 40," he stated, capturing the sentiment of many who feel their quaint town is losing its identity amid a wave of boisterous tourism.
Community dissent extends beyond concerns about noise. Many locals, including Mark Gregg and David Wharton, expressed dismay that Whitby is becoming a destination primed for boozy weekends rather than the family-friendly beach resort it once was. Wharton, 80, emphasised the dramatic shift in local culture, recalling how two out of the 17 cottages on his street are now only occupied by holidaymakers. “It’s turning into a real problem,” he said, as he described the unfortunate scenes of intoxicated individuals littering the streets, asserting that such unsavoury behaviour detracts from the charm and atmosphere the town has long cherished.
The planning application, which is currently under review by North Yorkshire Council, has not been without broader implications. The council has previously taken steps to double the council tax for second home owners in a bid to encourage more permanent residents and address the issue of diminishing housing availability. This initiative reflects a growing awareness of the imbalance caused by short-term rentals, a topic of heated debate within the community.
Vincent Roberts and Matthew Beddingham, co-owners of Valhalla York, defend their vision for the new establishment, suggesting that their successful York venture could bring a thriving yet respectful atmosphere to Whitby. They noted the appeal of good craft beer and an alternative vibe, claiming that their establishment seeks to preserve the town’s historic essence while inviting an exciting new chapter in its hospitality offerings.
As North Yorkshire Council continues to evaluate the proposal, locals remain resolute in their belief that the character of their beloved town is at stake. With each new bar or holiday flat, concerns about noise, community identity, and the balance between tourism and residency grow ever more pronounced. The desire for a tranquil, family-oriented Whitby, rather than a raucous party hub, encapsulates the heart of this unfolding debate.
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