Unique Welsh stone house in Snowdonia up for auction with restoration potential
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Nestled within the stunning landscapes of Eryri National Park—more commonly known as Snowdonia—lies Craig y Nos, a detached property in Llanberis, Wales, which is set to go under the hammer between 23 and 25 June. This unique listing, situated on a generous 2.9 acres of woodland, embodies both natural beauty and architectural potential, appealing particularly to buyers with a penchant for restoration and renovation.
Traditionally owned by the same family for generations, Craig y Nos boasts a guide price of £200,000, excluding auction fees. The Welsh stone house, now vacant, marries history with opportunity, presenting itself as a blank canvas, ready for rejuvenation. Features such as mature trees, shrubs, and flowers adorn the front of the property, while behind it stands a stone outbuilding that could conceivably be transformed into additional living space or storage.
According to Daniel Lawrence, area manager for Auction House North Wales & Cheshire, this property is “a rare opportunity for a nature-lover to snap up a unique home in a hugely popular location.” The property offers prospective buyers not only a house ready for customisation but also immediate access to the breathtaking vistas of Snowdon and the vibrant local community of Llanberis. Lawrence emphasised that this combination provides an ideal setting for a family home or a holiday retreat.
However, the allure of such a project comes with challenges. The interior of Craig y Nos spans approximately 1,022 square feet, accommodating three bedrooms, a compact office, and multiple living areas. Each room requires significant work, from structural updates to the replacement of non-tested appliances and fittings. Additionally, both the front and back gardens are in need of careful attention, with costs for clearing and renovating these outdoor spaces potentially escalating if professional help is employed.
Beyond Craig y Nos, the surrounding area is steeped in rich heritage, particularly with the nearby Craig y Nos Castle, a former residence of the famed opera singer Adelina Patti. The castle has undergone various transformations over the years, evolving from a private home to a tuberculosis hospital and now serving as a unique hotel and wedding venue. While this adjacent landmark adds an intriguing historical layer to the locale, it also enhances the appeal of the Llanberis area as a hub for tourism and outdoor exploration.
As with many properties sold at auction, potential bidders are advised to exercise caution and conduct thorough research. The average sale price for properties at auction is around £166,000, suggesting that some bargains can be had, although complexities can arise, particularly with renovation projects. Expert sources recommend viewing the property in person to assess its condition fully and to consult legal documentation for any hidden costs, such as special conditions that may incur additional fees.
The upcoming auction of Craig y Nos represents not just an opportunity to purchase a home, but a chance to breathe new life into a long-established dwelling set within one of the UK's most picturesque national parks. For nature enthusiasts and those seeking to invest in a property steeped in history, this listing could very well be a perfect project.
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