Hounslow approves pivotal Block H in Brentford Waterside regeneration
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The Hounslow Planning Committee has granted official approval for Block H, an essential phase of the expansive Brentford Waterside project, marking a pivotal advancement in the area's transformation. Situated south of Brentford High Street, this mixed-use development, led by developer Ballymore, envisages creating up to 876 residential units within a total built space of nearly 112,000 square metres. Alongside homes, the plans include retail, business, and leisure amenities designed to revitalize the waterside locale.
This ambitious scheme promises significant upgrades to local infrastructure, such as enhanced vehicular access, landscaping, and improvements to public realms. Notably, the project will undertake essential river wall works and incorporate boat mooring facilities, contributing to Brentford’s appeal as a vibrant, connected community by the Thames. The first phase alone will produce 323 residential units alongside retail and commercial spaces, an energy centre, and parking, with improvements aimed at pedestrian circulation to further enliven the area. Block H, a critical part of the Brentford Lock West project, is set to integrate residential and commercial uses including a public food and beverage terrace, with an extension of the Thames Path around the building enhancing recreational access.
The wider Brentford Waterside initiative embodies a balanced blend of heritage and modern development spanning 4.79 hectares, encompassing eleven plots with approximately 14,000 square metres dedicated to retail, leisure, and community uses. Architectural input from renowned practices ensures a sensitive interplay between historic structures and contemporary spaces. This includes the revitalisation of Grade II* listed St Lawrence’s Church, a 15th-century landmark poised to become a cultural and culinary hub following its restoration. Alongside this, the project supports emerging local businesses in rejuvenated yards and lanes connecting the high street to the waterfront, enriched by new riverside restaurants, cafés, and pubs that will activate the public realm and leisure offerings.
Complementing the significant residential element of Brentford Waterside, other local projects contribute to the area’s regeneration momentum. For instance, the redevelopment of the former Brentford FC stadium site by EcoWorld London plans to deliver 149 homes, increased from the originally proposed 75, accompanied by green public spaces and sustainability features such as solar panels, low carbon heating, and electric vehicle chargers. Furthermore, a separate scheme converting the Brentford Dock site is underway to provide 333 new homes, including 100 affordable, equipped with solar panels and air source heat pumps, alongside commercial units and enhanced public realm to boost local employment and community life. These developments underscore a broader ambition across Brentford to balance growth with sustainability and affordable housing.
Significantly, the nearby ISIS Waterside Regeneration programme has also secured approval for 520 new homes paired with 7,000 square metres of commercial space, including preservation of historic Art Deco buildings. This mixed-use development commits 20% of the homes as affordable and allocates considerable investment into local health and education infrastructure, demonstrating an inclusive community focus that has been specially commended by Hounslow's planning committee.
The ongoing regeneration efforts in Brentford reflect a multi-faceted approach to revitalising a once industrial riverfront into a dynamic living, working, and leisure environment. The integration of heritage buildings, sustainable building technologies, and community amenities alongside diverse housing options illustrates a commitment to crafting a future-facing neighbourhood that respects its past while embracing modern needs. As construction advances, scheduled for completion phases starting from late 2024 through to 2027, these projects collectively signal a significant transformation that is expected to enhance Brentford’s appeal as a waterside location within Greater London.
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