Burnham Market parish council warns drone users after privacy concerns in affluent village
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Burnham Market, a picturesque village renowned as one of Norfolk’s most affluent and sought-after locales, has issued a warning to drone operators following a complaint about a drone being flown over a resident's property. The parish council addressed the issue in their village magazine after discussing it during their May meeting, urging pilots to fly drones responsibly and with appropriate permissions. The exact circumstances surrounding the drone's flight remain unclear, including the operator’s identity and intent, whether innocent or intrusive.
The warning comes amid wider concerns about drone use in exclusive residential areas. Similar incidents have been reported in places like Castle Combe near Bath, where residents displayed warning signs after tourist drones repeatedly filmed their homes. In Burnham Market, often described as “Chelsea-on-Sea” due to its popularity among wealthy Londoners owning second homes, drone photography is a common tool for estate agents marketing high-value properties, with average prices exceeding £1 million. Local agents, including Bedfords Estate Agents, acknowledge using outsourced aerial photography, but report no formal complaints related to drones to date.
Drone operation in the UK is regulated based on the drone's size, purpose, and location. Operators must generally register with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) if their drones have cameras or weigh more than 250 grams. There are strict rules prohibiting flying drones within 50 metres of people or buildings for larger drones, while smaller drones have slightly more leeway but still cannot be flown over crowds. Furthermore, drone pilots need to be mindful of privacy concerns even though, legally, landowners do not own the airspace above their properties. Safety and respect are strongly emphasised; drone users are encouraged to avoid nuisance behaviour and seek necessary permissions before flying over private land.
The situation in Burnham Market highlights the tension between technological advancement and community privacy. Drone enthusiasts highlight that flying drones over private property is not illegal per se, but guidelines underline the importance of respecting others’ privacy and safety. The parish council’s statement reflects a broader push by local authorities to ensure drone users are aware of their legal obligations under UK laws, including the Air Navigation Order, and the Drone and Model Aircraft Code, which sets out responsible flying standards. Failure to comply can lead to police intervention, especially if drones cause danger or infringe on privacy rights.
Residents and visitors in exclusive communities like Burnham Market are thus caught between enjoying the benefits drones provide—such as innovative aerial photography for estate sales—and guarding their privacy and safety. This dynamic has become increasingly relevant as drone usage rises, prompting ongoing discussions about regulation enforcement and community impact.
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