Queenstown Road grapefruit tree granted Tree Preservation Order after neighbours' campaign
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The grapefruit tree that has long been a local landmark on Queenstown Road in Battersea has been granted formal legal protection after a community-led campaign. Wandsworth Council confirmed it made a Tree Preservation Order for the specimen on 7 August 2025, saying the measure will protect the tree from being cut down or otherwise damaged without prior consent. Kemi Akinola, deputy leader of the council, described the decision as a way to “ensure that this beloved local landmark stands for generations to come” in a council press release. The authority said the move followed a period of consultation and will preserve a feature many neighbours regard as part of the area's living heritage.
The tree’s story is closely bound up with the life of its planter. Neighbours say Marline Anderson brought a sapling from Grenada in the 1980s and set it in her front garden; it now reportedly bears fruit year-round and has become a focal point for the street. A commemorative plaque has been installed beside the tree in Ms Anderson’s memory bearing her request that passersby “kindly refrain from picking from the tree. You are welcome to gather what nature has let fall.” Local reporting and community accounts describe how the tree’s fruit has been shared and used in cooking by residents, and how it serves as a reminder of the contribution of people who emigrated from the Caribbean.
The protection followed a swift local campaign after Ms Anderson’s death in June. Neighbours who feared the tree could be lost when her property changed hands successfully petitioned the council for an order; one friend and neighbour, Vasilisa Ermakova, told the BBC that Ms Anderson’s final wish was for a plaque to explain the tree’s origins and why she had planted it. The council said there was a 28-day consultation period before confirming the order, and that an interim measure had been used while the process concluded, signalling the tree had been regarded as being at possible short-term risk.
Campaigners and local chefs alike have stressed the cultural as well as the botanical value of the trees. Reporting from the area notes that the fruit has been used for preserves and marmalade and that neighbours treasure the trees as a tangible link to Grenadian home and culinary tradition. Some coverage also recorded that not every local resident was in full agreement: one report said at least one neighbour raised concerns about loss of light when the trees were at their largest, a reminder that amenity protections can sit alongside competing local views.
Horticultural experts warn that citrus such as grapefruit are unusual outdoors in the UK and vulnerable to cold. The Royal Horticultural Society notes that most citrus are tender below roughly 7°C and are generally recommended for container growing in cooler parts of Britain, or for shelter in greenhouses or conservatories; still, varieties exist that can flower for much of the year and, when conditions allow, produce fragrant blossoms and slow-ripening fruit. Local accounts and reporting suggest the Battersea specimens are among only a handful known to be growing outdoors in the UK outside specialist collections such as those at Kew Gardens.
The legal protection afforded by a Tree Preservation Order is substantive. Government guidance explains that local planning authorities may make TPOs to protect trees that contribute to public amenity and that work such as felling, topping, lopping, uprooting or wilful damage is prohibited without written consent; emergency orders can be served if a tree is in immediate danger, and there are statutory penalties for unauthorised works. Wandsworth’s formal confirmation followed the council’s interim action and consultation, meaning any future proposals to alter or remove the trees will be subject to the planning process and could face enforcement action if contravened.
For many neighbours the move represents more than arboricultural caution: it is a recognition of a local story and a piece of living cultural memory. The deputy leader framed the decision as part of acknowledging “the contribution that people of African and Caribbean heritage have made to Wandsworth” during the borough’s year as London borough of culture. Whether seen as a rare horticultural curiosity, a source of fruit and recipes, or a community memorial, the grapefruit trees of Queenstown Road will now have statutory protection intended to keep them standing for the foreseeable future.
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