Kate Garraway thanks 'gallant stranger' after Wembley singalong as Islington home put up for sale
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Kate Garraway spent part of last week doing what many of her generation do with relish: singing along to Oasis at Wembley — and she publicly thanked a “gallant stranger” whose impromptu act of chivalry made the night. Posting on Instagram, the 58‑year‑old broadcaster shared a photograph of herself sitting on a man’s shoulders as the crowd joined in for Champagne Supernova, and wrote that he “hauled me onto his shoulders… to relive my 20s at Knebworth ’96”. She joked that she hoped he had not paid for the kindness with a sore back after the unexpectedly long song. (Daily Mail; Radio X)
Garraway attended with her two children, Darcey, 19, and Billy, 16, and the post served as a lighthearted interlude in the public story that has followed the family since the death of her husband, Derek Draper. Draper died in January 2024, aged 56, after a protracted and severe illness linked to Covid‑19; broadcasters and national outlets reported that he contracted the virus in March 2020, endured lengthy hospital stays and required round‑the‑clock care thereafter, a period Garraway documented publicly in television films. (Daily Mail; BBC; ITV)
The Instagram post and accompanying snaps also prompted coverage of Garraway’s private life beyond the concert. The Daily Mail reported that she is selling a three‑bed, four‑storey townhouse in Islington — a property the couple bought in 2004 and which had briefly been advertised to let at about £6,750 a month — and said Land Registry entries confirmed the property is in the process of sale, with an asking expectation of around £2 million. The rental description attached to earlier listings emphasised features such as a roof terrace and private garden. The paper also reiterated that Garraway has been managing the practical and financial fall‑out from Draper’s long illness. (Daily Mail; Rightmove)
The facts of Draper’s illness and death have been set out in national reporting. According to the BBC and ITV, Draper’s infection in March 2020 led to extended stays in intensive care and lingering organ damage that left him dependent on daily care; Garraway’s public accounts of that time — including documentary films and statements made at the time of his death — drew widespread sympathy and prompted commentary about the strain placed on families and the care system. Garraway announced his death on Instagram and the family were reported to have been at his side. (BBC; ITV)
The couple’s business affairs have also been part of the narrative. Official UK company records show that Astra Aspera Limited — the psychotherapy firm linked to Derek Draper and listed with company number 07882202 — entered liquidation, with filings available on the Companies House register that record overdue confirmation statements and the formal start of insolvency proceedings. Insolvency specialists summarised the creditors’ voluntary liquidation, noting the appointment of joint liquidators in March 2022 and publishing statements of affairs and receipts and payments to the public record. The Daily Mail has reported that the collapse left sizeable sums owed to creditors, including HMRC, and that Garraway has been seeking to address those liabilities. (Companies House; InsolvencyIntelligence; Daily Mail)
The Oasis reunion itself has been one of the biggest music stories of the year: industry coverage of the Live ’25 tour has detailed multiple stadium dates across the UK and abroad, with Wembley among the sold‑out highlights in late July and early August 2025 and huge public demand for tickets. Reports have chronicled fan excitement, occasional ticketing controversies and discussion over whether the reunited Gallagher brothers intend to continue performing beyond the tour. For many attendees, Garraway’s social posts — part celebration, part nostalgic throwback — tapped directly into that fevered atmosphere. (Radio X; Daily Mail; Rightmove)
For all the tabloid focus on property and finances, Garraway’s social media moment was received largely as a small, human story within a larger, more complicated one: a mother enjoying a stadium singalong with her children, publicly grateful to a stranger who lent a helping hand. National reporting has combined sympathy for the family’s recent losses with scrutiny of the financial and legal consequences that followed Draper’s illness, and Garraway’s Instagram post provided a reminder that, amid those pressures, ordinary acts of kindness still register — visibly and gratefully — in public life. (Daily Mail; BBC; ITV)
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