Councils use High Court injunctions to curb long‑term use of hotels for asylum seekers

[image: ]
The High Court injunction secured by Epping Forest District Council over The Bell Hotel has become a touchstone in a growing confrontation over where and how asylum seekers are housed. The arrangement in Essex forced a pause on using the site for new arrivals with a deadline to vacate by 12 September, underscoring the government’s insistence that hotels are a temporary solution rather than long-term housing. In parallel, Ipswich Borough Council won an interim High Court injunction in October 2022 aimed at preventing the government from turning a town centre hotel into a hostel for asylum seekers, with the order set to last until a further hearing on 7 November. Speaking for Ipswich, David Ellesmere, the Labour leader, said the move demonstrated that other areas were not bearing their fair share, and the case has been cited in ongoing discussions about sharing the burden and the authorities’ planning powers. | According to the BBC report, the Ipswich injunction was framed as part of a broader effort to block further expansion of hotel use for asylum accommodation. (bbc.com)
The row over planning rules and what they should achieve has become a feature of local politics in areas with large asylum-housing needs. In Diss, South Norfolk’s Conservative leader Daniel Elmer argued that planning rules are being used to prioritise families over single adult males, effectively turning hotels into hostels only if a formal change of use is approved. He told the press that the community’s integration objectives would be undermined by replacing families with other groups in local hotels, and that, in his view, such a shift would require planning consent. The same coverage notes that other Conservative-leaning authorities, including Broxbourne District Council, have signalled an interest in pursuing similar legal routes following the Epping ruling, while government responses have emphasised dialogue with local areas and mitigation measures. In the national context, the Home Office is faced with tens of thousands of asylum seekers housed in hotels nationwide – a figure that has hovered in the tens of thousands and is cited in discussions about capacity and community cohesion. (standard.co.uk)
In the wake of these tactics, city councils have shown mixed approaches. Peterborough City Council, for example, withdrew its High Court injunction in 2022, opting to rely on planning enforcement to oppose the change of use, while arguing that hotels do not provide a long‑term solution, a line the Home Office has echoed. The broader Legal/Planning debate continues to frame how authorities respond to new arrivals, with coverage in Sky News emphasising the potential precedent of Epping’s injunction for other councils and detailing arguments on the harms and administrative burdens of moving asylum seekers quickly. The Home Office maintains that while hotels are not a durable solution, they are a necessary mechanism to meet immediate obligations, and it remains committed to working with local authorities to restore balance as pressures persist. (bbc.co.uk, news.sky.com)
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