Decluttering household items can boost UK home sales by up to £85,000, experts reveal
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A UK property expert from Rainbow Rubbish, collaborating with specialists Matt Lanninge and Heath Alexander-Bew from Alan Boswell Group, has revealed that common household items can sharply decrease a home's sale value, sometimes by as much as £85,000. According to their findings, clutter remains the primary culprit in deterring potential buyers, with an emphasis that decluttering stands as one of the most potent ways to enhance a property's appeal.
Among the specific items identified, tools top the list as significant detractors when accumulated excessively. Book collections follow closely, suggesting that while books may enrich a home’s character, too many can create an impression of disarray. Collectibles also fall into this category, with the experts cautioning homeowners against overaccumulating them. Newspapers, particularly old and outdated ones, are similarly flagged for removal, alongside children’s toys, which require careful organisation to avoid the impression of chaos. Lastly, kitchenware, such as pots and pans left out, can diminish the perceived value of the home. Lanninge highlighted how such clutter can rapidly accumulate in hidden spaces like garages and sheds, ultimately reducing a property's market appeal.
This assessment aligns with broader expert advice on the importance of decluttering and staging when preparing homes for sale. Liv Conlon, a property staging business owner known for furnishing hundreds of homes annually, underscores that summer could offer a boost in buyer interest and property prices, but stresses that decluttering and minor, budget-friendly adjustments are key to achieving a successful sale. Conlon advocates simple seasonal swaps—lighter textiles, colourful outdoor-style tableware, and fresh or quality faux flowers—to create a welcoming and summery atmosphere that rivals costly renovations.
Moreover, her staging tips include altering home scents to match the season and strategically using mirrors to amplify natural light, which can all contribute to making a property more attractive to prospective buyers. These affordable strategies showcase how small but thoughtful changes can significantly influence the home's marketability.
Supporting this viewpoint, additional home organisation and decluttering advice emphasizes the removal of often-overlooked items that detract from value and appeal. Sources highlight common clutter contributors such as broken or mismatched dishes, outdated carpeting, piles of unnecessary paperwork, and unused appliances. The recommendation across numerous expert lists is to systematically clear out expired food, old magazines, unused electronics, and excess furniture, creating a cleaner, simpler environment that feels more spacious and inviting.
Taking these insights into consideration, sellers looking to maximise their home's sale price should prioritise decluttering in every corner—from living rooms and kitchens to garages and children's play areas. Reducing household clutter not only cleans the physical space but also helps potential buyers envision living there themselves, which is crucial in a competitive market.
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