Kirstie Allsopp’s partner faces backlash over Victorian pub renovation in North Kensington
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Families living near a Victorian pub in North Kensington owned by Kirstie Allsopp’s partner, Ben Andersen, have expressed strong displeasure over renovation plans, describing the newly installed railings as “Poundland Prison Chic” and likening them to “motorway crash barriers.” The pub, formerly Ariadne's Nectar Bar, is undergoing a transformation led by Andersen’s company, Wentworth Andersen, aimed at restoring it as a traditional pub. However, residents argue that the black metal railings surrounding a new front terrace clash with the area's historic character and conservation status. One neighbour criticised the railings as a poor substitute for Victorian wrought iron, stating they are not appropriate for the site or the conservation area, adding that the effect looks more like “prison chic” or an “abandoned industrial park.” 
The renovation has sparked ongoing tensions with the local community, which is particularly sensitive to maintaining the historical and architectural integrity of the area. The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Council has received complaints not only about the railings but also about the construction of an outdoor terrace that some residents claim bypasses necessary planning permissions. Officials have reportedly launched investigations into potential violations, and planning enforcement officers are now involved in the case. The pub is being converted into what may become a microbrewery or distillery, which has added to concerns about its suitability and impact on local residents and pedestrian access.
Earlier in the redevelopment process, Mr Andersen had proposed reinstating a historic lightwell—an architectural feature traditionally used to provide daylight and ventilation to pub cellars. This plan was withdrawn following backlash from locals who feared it could be exploited as a vantage point for upskirting, a concern intensified by the fact that upskirting became a criminal offence in 2019. The controversy around the lightwell led to significant local opposition, prompting Andersen to promise an alternative design solution. 
Despite the criticism, Kirstie Allsopp has publicly defended the project, emphasising that there is substantial community support for reopening the pub, which she believes meets a genuine local need. Speaking about the venture, she said, “We really really want to open that pub. The community wants us to open that pub. There is a need for that pub.” She added that Wentworth Andersen hoped to open the pub as soon as possible, underscoring their commitment to the project despite the disputes.
Kirstie Allsopp and Ben Andersen have been a couple for around 20 years and share two sons. While this development has been a focal point for local controversy, other aspects of their life together include a comfortable home in Notting Hill reflecting an eclectic mix of traditional and modern design influences. Allsopp’s public persona often touches on her West London roots, lifestyle preferences, and advocacy on various social issues, standing somewhat in contrast to the heated local disputes surrounding the pub renovation.
Overall, this ongoing conflict illustrates broader tensions that arise when historic neighbourhoods face modern development initiatives, especially in conservation areas where residents are keen to preserve architectural heritage. The case highlights the balancing act between revitalising local amenities and maintaining the character and safety standards that long-time residents expect. As the council’s investigation continues, the outcome remains awaited by all parties involved.
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