Historic Grade II villa on Cavendish Avenue in St John’s Wood hits £17 million mark, offering rare celebrity neighbour status
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A remarkable four-storey residence in the highly sought-after St John’s Wood area of north London has recently come onto the market with an asking price of £17 million. The luxury home, situated on Cavendish Avenue, offers the rare opportunity to live alongside Sir Paul McCartney, whose own three-storey townhouse has been a fixture in the neighbourhood since 1965. This historic property was purchased by the music legend at the height of Beatlemania and remains his London base.
The newly listed Grade II listed villa, dating back to 1845, encompasses approximately 5,230 square feet of living space and is one of only nine detached homes on the west side of Cavendish Avenue. It boasts an impressive seven bedrooms and five bathrooms, complemented by a south-west facing garden featuring an outdoor swimming pool. The residence also includes a library, conservatory, gym, and staff quarters, with the capacity to park up to seven cars behind a grand gated driveway.
Marc Schneiderman, Director at Arlington Residential, highlighted the exceptional nature of the property and its location, describing Cavendish Avenue as “the finest residential road in St John’s Wood.” He emphasised the scarcity of homes for sale on the street, noting that such properties often remain in families for generations. This particular villa retains extensive period details, such as ornate cornicing and an elegant wrought-iron balustraded staircase. The layout is enhanced by generous natural light thanks to tall windows with east and west-facing aspects, while the garden is notably private, backed on three sides by neighbouring green spaces.
Beyond this specific offering, the area is home to various luxury properties that reflect differing architectural eras and investment potentials. For example, another residence on Cavendish Avenue, though in need of modernisation and priced considerably lower at £3.6 million, provides an alternative entry point for buyers aiming to reside in proximity to McCartney. This fixer-upper, built in 1969, spans four floors with eight bedrooms and includes a large garden and off-street parking. Renovation could significantly enhance its value and appeal.
Other homes along the avenue exhibit a range of styles and updates. One Grade II listed double-fronted house offers nearly 4,000 square feet of space with elegant features like a Bulthaup kitchen and air-conditioned gym, set on a corner plot with extensive terraces and a landscaped garden. Meanwhile, more contemporary villas built or renovated within the last two decades feature modern luxuries such as steam rooms, private spas, and cinema rooms. These residences often exceed 8,500 square feet, with opulent fittings and ample entertaining areas, further underlining Cavendish Avenue's reputation as a premier London location.
In sum, this £17 million villa not only represents a rare opportunity to acquire a historic, grand home steeped in both architectural character and musical heritage but also places buyers in one of the capital's most exclusive pockets, close to iconic landmarks like Abbey Road Studios and its famous zebra crossing immortalised by The Beatles. The broader context of available properties on this prestigious street reveals a vibrant market catering to diverse tastes, from period restoration projects to ultramodern luxury estates, all sharing proximity to one of London's most coveted celebrity enclaves.
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