Landmark Properties makes its UK debut with prime London student housing development
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Landmark Properties, the largest student housing developer in the United States, is making its debut entry into the UK rental market with a strategic acquisition in central London. The company has secured a prime site on William Road in Camden, NW1, through the facilitation of Knight Frank. This acquisition will see the development of 225 purpose-built student beds complemented by high-quality amenity spaces. Positioned in London’s Zone 1, the site is within a ten-minute walk of University College London (UCL), Euston Station, and Regent’s Park, placing the development at the heart of a vibrant academic and transport hub.
This London project represents a significant milestone for Landmark as it marks their first UK investment. Landmark, which manages over 72,000 beds across the US, has articulated its ambition to become a leading player in the European purpose-built student accommodation (PBSA) sector. The company’s expansion into the UK forms part of a broader national strategy to develop student housing in prime regional university cities as well as super-prime central London locations. Landmark’s pipeline already includes more than 3,000 beds earmarked for future development in the UK market.
In this venture, Landmark is partnering with Centurion Corporation, a well-established UK student accommodation provider, underscoring the collaborative approach to its UK market entry. Landmark’s chief executive, Wes Rogers, described this first UK development deal as “a huge milestone” and expressed excitement about delivering much-needed high-quality PBSA to the UK, where demand continues to outstrip supply. Rupert Strutt, a partner in Knight Frank’s Student Property team, highlighted that Landmark’s choice to enter London signals strong confidence in the sector’s resilience and long-term growth potential. Overseas investors, attracted by the imbalance between demand and supply for well-located, premium student accommodation, are increasingly investing in the UK market.
Landmark’s expansion into the UK and Ireland also involves building a dedicated local team to lead regional developments. Tom Banning has been appointed as Director of UK & Ireland Development to spearhead this strategy. This move builds on Landmark’s record-setting US performance, where it delivered 25% of off-campus student housing in 2023. The company’s European ambitions are further supported by the recent appointment of Alex Katsnelson as Senior Director of European Investment, bringing deep expertise in European real estate markets and student accommodation deals.
Industry analysts view Landmark’s entry as a positive signal for the UK student housing sector, which faces consistent demand driven by rising university enrolments and a general shortage of quality purpose-built accommodation. As the UK student accommodation market continues to prove robust, Landmark’s cross-border investment and planned developments could help ease some of the supply pressures while offering investors promising yields amid a competitive landscape.
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