London calls for urgent enforcement and reforms to turn approved homes into habitable housing
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London boroughs are calling for stronger enforcement to ensure housebuilders deliver on their planning commitments amid a dire housing shortage. Cllr Grace Williams, the executive member for housing and regeneration at London Councils, stressed the urgency of turning approved but unbuilt homes into actual housing stock. She highlighted that nearly 300,000 homes have planning permission across London but remain unbuilt, underscoring the need for builders to adhere to their obligations to alleviate the capital's ongoing housing crisis.
The housing shortage in London remains acute, with recent data revealing one in 50 Londoners are homeless and forced into temporary accommodation. Cllr Williams emphasised the pressing requirement for more affordable and social housing to address this humanitarian crisis. She also pointed to economic hurdles hampering development, including rising construction and borrowing costs. Consequently, she advocates for bolder policy reforms and increased funding mechanisms to empower councils in accelerating the delivery of affordable homes, crucial to tackling homelessness at its roots.
These local calls for action resonate with national government initiatives aimed at speeding up housing delivery. Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner has spearheaded measures to tighten controls on housebuilders, requiring them to commit to strict timelines before receiving planning permission. Developers who fail to deliver on time may face a ‘Delayed Homes Penalty’ or exclusion from future permissions. This policy, part of a broader government ambition to build 1.5 million homes during the current parliamentary term, seeks to curb speculative land trading and ensure planning permissions translate into tangible homes.
The government’s efforts extend beyond penalties to systemic reform of the planning system. Announced reforms include mandating higher housing targets for councils and designating lower-quality ‘grey belt’ land for development. A £100 million fund has been allocated to bolster local planning authorities’ capacities, facilitating quicker decision-making and site unlocking. Additionally, the New Homes Accelerator programme has helped unblock nearly 100,000 homes across England, with a focus on adding priority large sites to speed construction.
Government strategy papers have identified absorption constraints and procedural inefficiencies as major bottlenecks in housing delivery. Proposals call for empowering local authorities with stronger tools to unlock stalled sites and ensuring developers adhere to their build-out commitments. These measures aspire to convert planning permissions more rapidly into completed homes, contributing to economic growth and easing the housing crisis.
Despite these ambitious plans, challenges remain. Rising costs and market pressures continue to slow development, while the gap between planning permissions and actual construction underscores the complexity of housing delivery. Councils like those in London urge coordinated action that combines enforcement, financial support, and systemic reform to address the multifaceted nature of the crisis comprehensively.
In conclusion, tackling London's housing shortage demands both stringent enforcement on housebuilders and enhanced support for local authorities to bring approved homes to fruition. Government reforms and funding initiatives signal progress, but sustained and collaborative efforts are essential to meet the pressing demand for affordable and social homes vital to ending homelessness and housing insecurity in the capital.
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