Berkeley's Ravensbourne Place plan sparks green belt controversy in Bromley
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Berkeley, a prominent housing developer, has announced plans to build a new residential neighbourhood called Ravensbourne Place, comprising approximately 2,000 homes, on green belt land in Bromley, South London. The development, located south of Bromley Football Club between Hayes Lane and the A21, is intended to address the national housing shortage by providing a significant number of new homes, with half earmarked as affordable. The project also proposes the creation of new parks, orchards, and community allotments, aiming to offer residents enhanced access to green spaces and improved walking and cycling routes to local amenities such as Norman Park and sports clubs.
Berkeley contends that recent changes in Government policy around so-called "grey belt" land have made this area suitable for development, arguing that the land no longer fully serves the traditional purposes of green belt designation and benefits from good connectivity to local services. The company has launched a public consultation website and is holding exhibitions to gather community feedback ahead of the formal planning application, which will follow Bromley Council’s review of an Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report.
However, the proposal has sparked strong opposition from local residents and community groups. In just five days, a petition opposing the plans has amassed over 5,000 signatures. Signatories express concern about the loss of valuable green belt land which currently provides open space, wildlife habitat, and grazing grounds for horses—many of which are elderly and have lived on the site for years. The petition stresses that the green belt is an irreplaceable community resource, vital not only for local ecology but also for residents’ well-being. Faye Martin, a concerned local resident, told MyLondon that the gradual erosion of green spaces in Bromley is deeply worrying, highlighting the irreversible damage that development would cause.
Opposition groups have urged Bromley Council to explore alternative sites for new housing to avoid sacrificing this environmentally and socially important land. The site’s current use for horse grazing over two decades and concerns over increased pressure on local schools and roads also underpin resistance to the scheme. The petition advocates protecting the land from development to preserve the community’s character and environmental quality.
This controversy echoes wider tensions surrounding Berkeley's development activities across London. In Southwark, the developer faces sustained criticism over plans for the Aylesham Centre in Peckham, where a recent planning application was rejected by the council following concerns about a reduced affordable housing offer and potential impacts on the local community. The council is actively defending its decision against Berkeley’s appeal at a public inquiry scheduled later this year. In another instance, residents near Wellington Park have opposed Berkeley Homes’ proposed open pit Air Source Heat Pump building, citing fears over loss of parkland, noise, and disruption.
Public sentiment regarding Berkeley’s large-scale developments remains divided. In Peckham, there are vocal campaigns both opposing and supporting redevelopment proposals—highlighting debates around housing density, affordable housing provision, environmental sustainability, and changes to community character.
Within Bromley, the Ravensbourne Place proposal represents a critical flashpoint in the broader conversations about balancing much-needed new housing with environmental preservation and community values. As Berkeley advances its planning process, the developer faces a community deeply concerned about the protection of green spaces and the potential social and ecological costs of the project.
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