Tower Hamlets set to approve innovative co-living and social housing scheme near Allen Gardens
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Plans to construct two residential tower blocks near Allen Gardens in East London are set to be decided by Tower Hamlets councillors, following recommendations from council planning officers to approve the development. The proposal by property investor Blue Coast Capital involves building a 12-storey ‘co-living’ block with 220 privately rented studio flats and a second 10-storey building containing 25 social homes on a vacant triangular patch of land between the overground and mainline railway lines, just north of Allen Gardens.
The larger tower would offer modern co-living accommodations featuring en-suite bathrooms, kitchenettes, and communal spaces, similar to contemporary student housing models. The smaller building would comprise 25 social rent flats, including 15 three-bedroom units, eight four-bedroom units, and two two-bedroom flats. This mix aims to address varying housing needs within the community.
Council planning officers highlighted that the development would significantly contribute to much-needed enhancements at Allen Gardens. As part of the planning agreement, the developer has committed to providing £1 million toward major upgrades to amenities in the park, including play facilities. Officers noted that while the new buildings would be taller than existing structures in the area, they would serve as an attractive, well-modulated backdrop to the park. Additionally, the windows of the new buildings would overlook Allen Gardens, which officers believe would enhance the safety and security of both the site and surrounding areas.
The proposal fits within a broader context of regeneration and development in Tower Hamlets, where the council recently approved plans for nearly 2,000 new homes in a major East End redevelopment project. This scheme includes a mix of housing, commercial space, community facilities such as a mosque and nursery, and improved public amenities like new open spaces and upgraded infrastructure around Langdon Park. Meanwhile, the council has also reached a milestone in Bow, topping out 62 new council homes aimed exclusively at social rent, which forms part of a larger commitment to build 4,000 new social homes for rent in the borough.
The Fleet Street Hill development is part of ongoing efforts to revitalise underused land and sustain affordable housing delivery alongside private rental options. The council is also engaged in early discussions with developers regarding another site in Pedley Street, adjacent to the proposed development, signalling further future regeneration plans in the vicinity.
However, the project arrives amid other contentious plans in the area, notably the awaited government decision on new office blocks intended for the southern border of Allen Gardens as part of the Truman Brewery redevelopment, which has attracted controversy.
Councillors on the Tower Hamlets strategic development committee are scheduled to vote on the Fleet Street Hill plans, which, if approved, would bring a distinctive new housing model to Tower Hamlets via co-living alongside a valuable boost in much-needed social housing and community investment.
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